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OURS  TO  DO 


by  President  David  0.  McKay 


There  is  a  natural  feeling  which  urges  men  and 
women  towards  truth.  To  search  for  truth  is  a  re- 
sponsibility placed  upon  mankind.  But  that  respon- 
sibility rests  upon  the  Latter-day  Saints  in  greater 
degree  than  upon  their  fellowmen,  because  Latter- 
day  Saints  have  learned  the  truth  that  the  everlast- 
ing gospel  has  been  restored.  Young  men  who  live 
by  the  standards  of  the  gospel  are  noble;  they  pro- 
tect womanhood,  and  do  not  debase  it.  They  do  not 
bring  sorrow  to  a  young  girl,  because  they  respect  her 
and  give  her  happiness  instead  of  sorrow.  In  the 
community  they  are  trustworthy  if  they  are  elected 
to  an  office.  They  will  not  confiscate  any  property 
that  does  not  belong  to  them,  and  will  not  usurp  the 
rights  of  others. 

We  Have  It  in  Our  Souls 

I  believe  we  all  should  carry  out  the  responsibility 
that  is  upon  us,  not  merely  because  others  urge  us 
to  do  so,  but  because  it  is  right  and  we  have  it  in 
our  souls  to  do  it. 

Who  does  his  task  from  day  to  day 
And  meets  whatever  comes  his  way, 
Believing  God  has  willed  it  so, 
Has  found  true  greatness  here  below. 

Who  guards  his  post,  no  matter  where, 
Believing  God  must  need  him  there, 
Although  but  lowly  toil  it  be, 
Has  risen  to  nobility. 

For  great  and  low  there's  but  one  test: 
'Tis  that  each  man  shall  do  his  best. 
Who  works  with  all  the  strength  he  can 
Shall  never  die  in  debt  to  man.^ 

We  should  be  influenced  to  carry  out  our  indivi- 
dual responsibilities  as,  reputedly,  were  a  group  of 
sailors  many  decades  ago.  It  was  during  the  anti- 
slavery  agitation.  A  meeting  was  called  in  Faneuil 
Hall,  Boston.  It  seems  that  these  sailors  had  been 
hired  to  break  up  the  meeting.  They  went  there  in 
a  body,  danced  around  on  the  floor,  sang,  shouted, 

(For  Course  10,  lesson  of  June  15,  "Making  the  Church  Stronger"; 
for  Course  12,  lesson  of  August  17,  "A  Leader  Is  Righteous";  for 
Course  14,  lesson  of  July  20,  "By  Their  Fruits";  for  Course  18,  lesson 
of  August  17,  "Christ— Our  Standard";  for  Course  26,  lesson  of  August 
17,  "Abiding  Celestial  Law";  for  Course  28,  lesson  of  June  8,  "Truth"; 
for  Course  30,  lesson  of  July  20,  "By  Their  Fruits";  to  support  family 
home  evening  lessons  34,  44,  and  45;  and  of  general  interest.) 

lEdgar  A.  Guest,  "True  Nobility,"  from  A  Heap  o'  'Livin'  by  Edgar 
A.  Guest;  the  Reilly  and  Lee  Co.,  Chicago,  111.,  1916;  page  91.  Used 
by  permission. 


and  in  every  way  possible  tried  to  prevent  the  speak- 
ers from  addressing  the  meeting.  In  vain  were  they 
appealed  to — their  love  of  liberty;  the  memory  of 
their  old  home;  the  honor  of  Massachusetts  were  all 
invoked;  but  still  they  continued  their  disturbance 
and  refused  to  be  quiet. 

Suddenly  a  man,  evidently  one  of  their  own  num- 
ber, arose.  Quieted  for  a  moment  by  his  appearance, 
and  thinking  they  had  found  a  champion,  the  mob 
ceased  its  noise.  The  man  said,  "Boys,  I  would  not 
be  quiet  unless  I  had  a  mind  to."  Encouraged  by  this 
remark,  the  mob  burst  into  loud  applause,  which 
lasted  some  minutes.  When  the  applause  ceased,  be- 
cause of  the  men's  desire  to  hear  more,  the  man  con- 
tinued: "No,  I  would  not  be  quiet  if  I  didn't  have 
a  mind  to,  but  if  I  were  you,  /  would  have  a  mind  to, 
not  because  of  the  memory  of  this  Hall,  not  for  the 
honor  of  Massachusetts,  not  for  loyalty  to  her  gov- 
ernment only,  but  because  you  are  men;  and  hon- 
orable men  always  stand  up  for  the  liberty  of  right, 
justice,  and  free  speech.''  They  were  quieted;  their 
manhood  had  been  touched!  We  should  determine 
to  carry  out  our  individual  responsibilities,  not  be- 
cause of  the  urgings  of  others,  but  because  we  have 
it  in  our  souls  to  do  the  right  thing. 

(Concluded  on  following  page.) 
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OURS  TO  DO    (Concluded  from  preceding  page.) 


Walk  in  the  Narrow  Path 

When  conscience  tells  me  that  it  is  right  to  go 
along  in  a  specified  line,  I  am  not  true  to  myself  if 
I  do  not  follow  that.  Oh,  I  know  we  are  swayed  by 
our  weaknesses  and  by  influences  from  without;  but 
it  is  our  responsibility  to  walk  in  the  straight  and 
narrow  path  in  the  performance  of  every  duty! 

Every  time  we  have  an  opportunity  and  fail  to 
live  up  to  that  truth  which  is  within  us;  every  time 
we  fail  to  express  a  good  thought;  every  time  we  fail 
to  perform  a  good  act,  we  weaken  ourselves  and  make 
it  more  difficult  to  express  that  thought  or  perform 
that  act  in  the  future.  Every  time  we  perform  a  good 
act,  every  time  we  express  a  noble  feeling,  we  make 
it  easier  to  perform  that  act  or  express  that  feeling 
another  time, 

God  has  blessed  us  with  a  knowledge  of  the  truth; 
but  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  is  not  enough  unless 
it  is  expressed,  unless  it  is  bringing  others  to  that 
knowledge.  The  responsibility  to  preach  the  gospel 
and  carry  happiness  to  the  world  should  rest  upon 
every  member  of  the  Church!  If  every  member  were 
a  missionary,  carrying  this  message  of  happiness  to 
others,  what  a  wonderful  missionary  system  we 
would  have,  and  what  glorious  truths  we  could  bring 
to  others! 

Supreme  Dedication 

There  are  two  principal  phases  that  go  with  this 
responsibility.  First,  personal  adherence  to  the  stan- 
dards of  the  Church.  There  is  always  an  opportunity 
to  set  an  example. 

We  certainly  cannot  be  representatives  of   the 


Truth  unless  we  do  uphold  the  standards  of  the 
Church.  That  is  just  a  simple  statement  that  needs 
no  explanation.  If  you  have  a  representative  in  your 
business,  and  he  will  not  uphold  your  standards  and 
try  effectively  to  represent  your  goods,  you  will  not 
keep  him  very  long  as  your  representative.  I  wonder 
whether  the  Lord  will  keep  us  if  we  do  not  uphold 
the  standards  of  his  gospel.  That  means  clean  living, 
which  is  a  great  responsibility. 

The  second  and  greater  responsibility  is  placing 
duty  above  all  other  interests.  Our  love  of  God 
should  be  supreme;  we  should  give  our  supreme  love 
and  devotion  to  Christ  and  Truth.  This  does  not 
mean  that  we  are  going  to  neglect  our  wife,  our  fa- 
ther, our  mother.  We  have  Christ's  example;  he  did 
not  do  that.  We  know  that  his  last  thoughts  on  the 
cross  were  of  his  mother,  for  he  said:  "Woman,  be- 
hold thy  son!  Then  saith  he  to  the  disciple,  Behold 
thy  mother!  And  from  that  hour  that  disciple  took 
her  unto  his  own  home."  (John  19:26-27.)  That  is 
the  example! 

Sin  has  to  be  eliminated  from  men's  souls.  Can 
you,  my  brothers  and  sisters  and  friends,  name  any 
way  that  that  eradication  can  take  place  other  than 
through  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ?  I  know  there  is 
no  other  way!  And  this  responsibility  is  placed  upon 
every  man,  every  woman,  every  boy  and  girl  in  this 
Church.  Don't  be  discouraged  if  you  are  not  called 
to  lead.  Some  work  is  yours  to  do.  "Wherefore,  now 
let  every  man  learn  his  duty"  and  act  in  all  diligence 
in  the  performance  of  that  duty.  Whatever  it  is,  do 
it  well,  and  you  will  gain  happiness  and  the  blessings 
of  the  Lord.  (See  Doctrine  and  Covenants  107:99.) 
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Conscience  is  a  sacred  sanctuary  where  God  alone  may  enter  as  judge.  —Felicite  de  Lamennais. 

Give  me  the  liberty  to  know,  to  utter,  and  to  argue  freely  according  to  conscience,  above  all  liberties. 

— John  Milton. 
Labor  to  keep  alive  in  your  breast  that  little  spark  of  celestial  fire,  called  conscience. 

— George  Washington. 

The  courage  we  desire  and  prize  is  not  the  courage  to  die  decently  but  to  live  manfully.  — Thomas  Carlyle. 

A  man  of  courage  is  also  full  of  faith.  —Marcus  Tullius  Cicero. 

A  stern  discipline  pervades  all  nature,  which  is  a  little  cruel  that  it  may  be  very  kind Edmund  Spenser. 

To  make  our  children  capable  of  honesty  is  the  beginning  of  education John  Ruskin. 

All  nobility,  in  its  beginnings,  was  somebody's  natural  superiority.  — Ralph  Waldo  Emerson. 

Let  thy  child's  first  lesson  be  obedience,  and  the  second  will  be  what  thou  wilt.  — Thomas  Fuller. 


(From    New    Handy    Pocketbook    Quotations,    compiled    and    arranged  by  Dorothy  Sara;  Books,  Inc.,  New  York,  N.Y.) 
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In  the  fulfillTYient  of  religious  covenants,  man 
and  his  God  become  .  .  . 


GRACIOUS 
PARTNERS 

by  Lowell  L.  Bennion 

In  a  lively  discussion  in  a  Sunday  School  class 
on  the  nature  of  covenants — baptism,  the  sacrament, 
marriage,  and  others — one  member  spoke  up  saying: 
"It  seems  to  me  that  man  has  to  give  more  to  these 
covenants  than  the  Lord  does.  Don't  we  come  out 
second  best?"  Needless  to  say,  his  question  provoked 
interest  and  quick  response. 

To  make  any  covenant  viable,  man  must  indeed 
bring  a  great  deal  of  feeling,  thought,  and  behavior 
to  bear  on  it.  To  prepare  for  baptism,  for  example, 
he  must  come  forth  in  humility,  with  a  contrite 
heart,  nurtured  by  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
repentant  of  his  sins,  determined  to  serve  to  the  end, 
and  willing  to  stand  as  a  witness  of  God  at  all  times, 
in  all  things,  and  in  all  places^ — this  is  a  large  order. 
In  return,  the  Lord  promises  forgiveness  of  sins,  the 
gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  acceptance  into  his  king- 
dom. 

Despite  all  these  requirements,  we  can  never 
come  off  second  best  in  making  covenants  with  God. 
In  the  first  place,  being  the  kind  of  Father  he  is — 
loving,  gracious,  intelligent — he  has  much  more  to 
give  us  than  we  have  to  give  him.  How  could  we 
match  his  generosity  and  wisdom? 

Second,  covenants  in  the  gospel  are  not  like  con- 
tracts in  business,  in  which  each  party  is  obligated 
to  guard  his  own  interest.  Even  less  do  they  resemble 
a  treaty  between  nations  forged  out  of  prolonged 
negotiation  at  a  peace  conference.  Religious  cove- 
nants are  entered  into  voluntarily,  with  each  party 
seeking  the  good  of  the  other. 

In  his  farewell  address  to  the  Nephites,  King 
Benjamin  made  it  clear  that — try  as  they  may — men 
can  never  match  the  Lord's  generosity  and  will  al- 
ways remain  "unprofitable  servants."^  His  reasoning 
is  logical  and  interesting.  To  begin  with,  God  gave 
us  life.  Then,  as  we  keep  his  covenants,  we  are  prom- 

(For  Course  18,  lessons  of  July  13  and  August  3,  "The  Primary 
Purpose  of  Scripture"  and  "In  the  Context  of  the  Gospel";  for 
Course  26,  lessons  of  August  3  and  17,  "A  Broken  Heart  and  a  Con- 
trite Spirit"  and  "Abiding  Celestial  Law";  for  Course  28,  lesson  of 
June  1,  "Gifts  of  the  Spirit";  to  support  family  home  evening  lessons 
42  and  44;  and  of  general  interest.) 

iRead  Doctrine  and  Covenants  20:37  and  Mosiah  18:8-13. 

^Mosiah  2:19-25. 


ised  eternal  life — his  greatest  gift  to  man.  But  even 
this  is  not  all;  the  commandments  which  we  are 
asked  to  keep  are  for  our  own  good  and  bring  with 
them  their  concomitant  and  natural  reward. 

This  last  point  merits  illustration.  There  is  not 
a  principle  of  the  gospel  which  we  are  asked  to  live 
that  is  not  a  law  of  life  right  now,  as  well  as  for  eter- 
nity. For  example,  to  have  humility  means  to  be 
teachable,  to  keep  our  minds  open  to  God,  to  fellow- 
man,  to  the  world  around  us.  It  brings  its  own  re- 
ward. To  repent  means  to  become  whole,  to  square 
our  behavior  with  our  knowledge  of  the  right.  It 
eliminates  fear  and  inner  discord,  bringing  strength 
and  self-respect.  To  truly  love  my  neighbor  is  to  ex- 
perience the  self,  whole  and  joyfully.  I  cannot 
think  of  a  single  gospel  principle  which  was  not,  like 
the  sabbath,  made  for  man. 

The  only  risk  we  might  run  in  keeping  the  com- 
mandments usually  lies  in  exhorting  others  to  do  so. 
Many  a  prophet  was  a  mark  for  stone-throwing; 
John  the  Baptist  was  beheaded,  and  Jesus  was  cruci- 
fied. But  in  our  age  of  indifference  to  prophets,  we 
laymen  run  little  risk  in  trying  to  practice  Christian 
principles.   They  are  pathways  to  peace. 

And  so  we  say  again,  we  cannot  come  off  second 
best  with  the  Lord.  He  gave  his  life;  he  holds  out 
glorious  future  promises;  and  we  are  immediately 
blessed  and  fully  compensated  for  every  command- 
ment we  keep,  for  every  covenant  we  fulfill. 
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//  you  would  preserve  for  posterity  the  drama,  the 
excitement,  the  joys  and  sorrows  of  your  family's 
development,  the  message  is  .  .  . 

WRITE  NOW! 


by  June  Lacey  Robinson"^ 

Two  big  blue  eyes  peered  over  my  shoulder  as  I 
wrote  my  plans  for  the  weekend  routine.  "I  know 
why  you  are  writing  all  those  things  down,  Mom," 
said  a  bushy- tailed  kindergartener.  "When  you  learn 
something  or  when  you  need  to  remember  something, 
those  somethings  make  little  creases  in  your  brain. 
It  would  run  out  of  creasing  places  if  you  had  to 
remember  everything.  You  write  so  you  can  give 
your  brain  a  vacation,  huh?" 

The  process  of  remembering  is  a  mystery  to  me, 
but  I  know  a  lot  about  forgetting. 

So  many  wonderful  things  are  noteworthy  as  a 
family  grows  and  learns  to  be  at  home  on  this  earth. 
How  many  times  have  you  said,  "I  wish  I  could  re- 
call .  .  ."?  This  is  a  wish  you  can  fulfill.  All  you 
need  is  the  desire,  a  pencil,  and  something  to  write 
on. 

You  may  think  of  record-keeping  as  no  more  than 
a  series  of  routines:  family  finance,  keeping  the  baby 
book  up  to  date,  writing  beneath  a  picture  in  a  photo 
album,  or  keeping  a  record  of  attendance  in 
Sunday  School.  But  it  can  be  much  more. 
And  it  can  mean  much  more  in  terms  of  last 
ing  value. 

The  kind  of  record  keeping  our  family 
has  come  to  value  has  no  complicated 
forms.  We  record  what  happens  in  the 
lives  of  individuals  in  our  family — not 
everything,  but  those  things  which 
seem  significant  to  us.  And  many 
of  our  funny-looking  scratches 
provide  us  with  important  clues 
as  we  attempt  to  solve  prob- 
lems, find  direction,  and 
evaluate  our  parental  position. 
Of  course,  the  method  that 
works  for  us  may  not  work  for 
you.    Each  family  has  its  own 
needs  and  each  must  develop  its 
own  system  for  keeping  records. 
(I  have  seen  a  number  of  clever 
and  efficient  ways  of  doing  this.) 
But  here  are  a  few  general  guidelines: 


First,  record  what  IS.  Objective  reports  of  ob- 
servations are  fair  and  valuable.  Interpreting  an 
event  often  encourages  you  to  record  judgments  and 
feelings  which  may  overshadow  the  event  itself.  You 
might  see  something  like  this  on  your  chart: 

June  1,  1964:  Tommy  went  to  visit  Mrs.  John- 
son. He  picked  every  open  daffodil  in  her  yard, 
hopped  through  our  door  and  said,  "Pretty  flowers 
for  Mommy,"  (Two-and-a-half  years.) 

When  you  read  through  your  records,  you  will 
recall  how  you  felt  at  that  time.  Comments  on  feel- 
ings could  be  recorded  elsewhere,  if  necessary. 

Another  good  rule  is  to  avoid  labeling.  We  never 


(For  Course  12,  lesson  of  August  24,  "A  Leader  Keeps  a  Record"; 
for  Course  16,  lesson  of  July  6,  "Marriage  and  Family  Life";  for 
Course  26,  lesson  of  August  24,  "The  Family  Circle  Is  Forever";  to 
support  family  home  evening  lesson  45;  and  of  special  interest  to 
all  parents.) 

*June  Lacey  Robinson  was  born  in  Tooele,  Utah.  She  took  her 
B.A.  degree  at  Utah  State  University  (1954)  and  has  done  post-grad- 
uate work  at  Stanford  University.  She  has  taught  Nueva  Day  School 
(for  gifted  children)  and  is  presently  a  kindergarten  teacher  in 
the  Palo  Alto  Schools.  She  has  been  a  teacher  trainer  for  Head 
start.  She  has  served  the  Church  as  MIA  stake  activity  counselor, 
teacher,  and  chorister;  currently  she  is  a  Sunday  School  teacher  and 
ward  Primary  chorister.  She  and  her  husband  are  parents  of  two  boys. 
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write,  for  example,  "Absent-minded  Gary  forgot  his 
lunch  again,"  or  "Tommy  wouldn't  talk  to  the  police- 
man because  he's  shy."  A  child's  name  should  be  his 
only  label.  Mark  TVain  once  wrote,  "Putting  a  label 
on  a  human  being  is  something  like  tying  a  tin  can 
on  a  dog's  tail." 

The  actual  happenings  which  you  record  may 
point  toward  tendencies  of  aggressiveness  or  lack  of 
initiative,  but  these  judgments  should  not  be  re- 
corded. The  what  is  more  important  than  the  why. 
You  know  what  happened,  but  you  may  never  know 
why. 

In  recording  events,  you  may  be  able  to  see  some 
patterns  of  behavior  developing,  or  evidences  of  life 
style,  creativity,  special  interests  or  talents,  ability 
to  lead  or  to  follow. 

Likes  and  dislikes  can  also  be  recorded,  if  you 
think  them  valuable.  We  have  recorded  our  sons' 
favorite  songs  during  certain  periods,  their  close 
friends,  adult  friends,  favorite  and  "unfavorite" 
foods,  books  enjoyed,  speech  difficulties,  physical 
skills  mastered,  and  scientific   "discoveries." 

The  way  you  arrange  the  mechanics  of  keeping 
records  must  be  completely  up  to  you.  We  recognized 
our  weakness  and  found  a  way  that  would  allow  NO 
excuse  for  negligence.  We  found  that  our  record 
must  be  conveniently  placed,  preferably  out  in  the 


open.  After  several  experiments  we  decided  that 
fastening  it  behind  the  kitchen  door  met  our  require- 
ments best.  We  have  used  shelf  paper  and  brown 
wrapping  paper  to  write  on,  but  we  have  become  so 
enthusiastic  about  recording  that  we  now  have  some- 
thing more  durable.  I  went  to  a  window-shade  shop. 
They  gave  me  the  trimmings  from  a  six-foot  shade — 
a  piece  six  feet  long  and  two  feet  wide.  With  a  felt 
marker,  I  divided  it  crosswise  into  two  sections  (we 
have  two  children).  I  tacked  some  decorative  tape 
around  the  edge,  tied  a  pencil  on  a  long  string,  and 
attached  it  to  the  wooden  insert.  We  were  now  ready 
to  be  permanent  record  keepers.  It  took  us  about  a 
year  to  fill  the  two  spaces.  After  they  were  filled,  I 
cut  the  window  shade  apart  and  put  the  two  sections 
with  our  other  records. 

We  value  these  records.  We  can't  think  of  a  time 
when  they  will  lose  their  value  to  us  or  our  children 
— or  to  their  children. 

Our  most  memorable  family  night  was  spent  look- 
ing over  these  records,  reading  some  of  the  wonder- 
ful things  the  children  had  said  about  their  world — 
"  'Jack  and  the  Beanstalk'  is  very  scary  for  me  now, 
but  when  I'm  five,  I'll  be  able  to  stand  it  clear  'til 
the  end.  (Junior,  three-and-a-half  years.)" 
WRITE  NOW! 
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Put  Father  Back 

at  tlie  Head 
of  the  Family 


by  President  Stephen  L  Richards 


Art  hy  Dale  Kilbourn. 


.  .  .  We  [as  members  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ]  are  charged  with  the  transcendent  responsi- 
biUty  of  building  and  maintaining  his  Kingdom  in 
the  earth.  It  is  in  the  hope  that  I  may  add  a  word  of 
contribution  to  that  greatest  of  all  causes  that  I 
bring  to  you  a  somewhat  practical  suggestion.  .  .  . 
Termites  are  permeating  the  foundation  of  the  King- 
dom, the  homes  of  the  people,  even  more  destructive 
and  elusive  than  those  semi-microscopic  little  ani- 
mals that  break  down  our  walls.  Corrective  measures 
are  imperative. 

Nine  Words 

I  have  chosen  to  make  some  comment  on  a  theme 
which  I  earnestly  hope  may  not  prove  to  be  too  pro- 
vocative, and  certainly  not  offensive,  to  our  sisters 
and  to  other  women  who  may  listen.  I  lift  my  text, 
with  full  acknowledgement,  from  an  article  appear- 
ing in  This  Week  Magazine  of  some  months  ago, 
and  recently  reprinted  in  the  Reader's  Digest,  writ- 
ten by  Judge  Samuel  S.  Leibowitz,  senior  judge  of 
Brooklyn's  highest  criminal  court.  The  article  is 
entitled:  "Nine  Words  That  Can  Stop  Juvenile 
Delinquency,"  and  the  nine  words  used  by  the  judge 
are  these:  "Put  Father  Back  at  the  Head  of  the 
Family." 

It  is  likely  that  many  of  our  audience  have  read 
this  challenging  article,  and  there  is  no  time  at  my 
disposal  to  do  more  than  to  set  before  you  a  few 
statistical  items  and  a  few  conclusions  drawn  by  this 
eminent  judge  who  had  spent  21  years  of  his  life 
as  a  criminal  lawyer  and  16  years  as  a  judge  in  the 
criminal  court,  with  long  years  of  study  and  ob- 
servation on  causes  of  teen-age  crime.    He  went  to 


Europe  and  discovered  from  official  reports  that 
the  percentage  of  crimes  committed  in  each  of  the 
following  countries  by  offenders  18  years  of  age  or 
under  was  as  follows:^ 

In  Italy:  2%  of  sex  crimes,  and  i^  of  1%  of 
homicides 

In  France:  7%  of  sex  crimes,  with  8%  of  homi- 
cides 

In  Belgium:  12%  of  sex  crimes,  with  1%  of 
homicides 

In  Britain:  16%  of  sex  crimes,  and  1%  of  homi- 
cides. 

In  Germany:  15%  of  sex  crimes,  and  1%  of 
homicides. 

And  here  is  the  tragedy — in  the  United  States 
35%  of  all  sex  crimes  committed  by  offenders  under 
18,  and  12%  of  all  murders  committed  by  offenders 
under  18.  Teen-age  offenders  in  the  United  States 
exceeded  those  of  other  countries  reported,  ranging 
from  1800%  to  100 %.2  He  reached  the  conclusion 
that  there  must  be  some  principal  factor  in  this 
great  disparity  so  unfavorable  to  our  own  country, 
and  he  discovered,  as  perhaps  might  well  have  been 
assumed,  that  the  primary  reason  for  the  reduced 
percentages  of  juvenile  delinquency  in  the  European 
countries  was  respect  for  authority,  and  that  the 
principal  contribution  to  that  respect,  which  might 


(For  Course  16,  lesson  of  July  6,  "Marriage  and  Family  Life"; 
for  Course  26,  lessons  of  July  20  and  August  24,  "This  Too  Can  Be  for 
Thy  Good"  and  "The  Family  Circle  Is  Forever";  for  Course  30,  lesson 
of  June  8,  "The  Millennial  Reign";  to  support  family  home  evening 
lessons  40  and  45;  and  of  general  interest.) 


*From  an  address  "Father  and  the  Home,"  given  at  General 
Conference,   Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  April  6,  1958. 

iFrom  FBI  official  records,  percentages  of  total  arrests  in  the 
USA  in  1967  involving  persons  under  18  were: 

Criminal  homicide:  9% 

Rape:  20% 

Prostitution:  2% 

Other  sex  offenses:  24i^%. 

All  crimes:  241/2% 

All  major  crimes:  49% 

Note:  More  serious  crimes  were  committed  by  15-year-olds  than 
any  other  age  group  in  the  national  population. 

2The  total  rate  of  crime  increase  from  1966  to  1967  was  8.7%.  For 
persons  over  18  it  was  only  2.3%;  for  persons  under  18  it  was  10.5%. 
During  the  first  nine  months  of  1968,  according  to  an  article  in  the 
Deseret  News,  December  19,  1968,  the  total  crime  rate  in  the  United 
States  was  up  19%  from  1967.  An  article  in  the  same  newspaper  on 
May  29,  1967,  states  that  while  the  national  population  increased  by 
only  9%   in  the  six  years  from  1961-1967,   crime  increased  by  62%. 
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not  have  been  so  readily  assumed,  was  respect  for 
authority  in  the  home,  which,  as  he  points  out, 
normally  reposes  in  the  father  as  head  of  the  family. 
These  conclusions  reached  by  this  judicial  investi- 
gator I  believe  would  seem  more  sensational  and 
surprising  to  people  outside  of  the  Church  to  which 
we  have  the  honor  to  belong  than  to  our  own  mem- 
bers. For  generations  we  as  a  Church  have  been 
endeavoring  to  do  just  what  the  Judge  advocates — to 
put  and  keep  Father  at  the  head  of  the  family,  and 
with  all  our  might  we  have  been  trying  to  make  him 
fit  for  that  high  and  heavy  responsibility. 

Fatherhood,  Motherhood,  and   Home 

May  I  take  a  few  minutes  to  give  you  our  con- 
cept of  home,  fatherhood,  and  motherhood.  Nothing 
occupies  a  more  unique  and  distinctive  position  in 
our  theology  and  understanding  of  God's  purposes 
for  his  children. 

We  define  a  home  as  being  a  divinely  appointed 
institution  established  on  the  enduring  compact  of  a 
good  man  and  a  good  woman,  wherein  spiritual 
children  of  our  Eternal  Father  are  permitted  to  re- 
ceive mortal  bodies  endowed  with  eternal  intelli- 
gence, these  children  so  received  in  the  home  to  be 
nurtured  in  health  and  so  guided  in  the  ways  of 
living  by  loving  and  wise  parents  that  they  may  be 
conditioned  on  completion  of  their  lives  to  return  to 
the  presence  of  the  Lord  whence  their  spirits 
originally  came.  In  this  greatest  of  all  enterprises 
the  man  and  the  woman  are  partners — co-signers,  if 
you  will,  of  the  enduring  compact  which  binds  them 
together. 

In  this  eternal  compact,  however,  there  is  a 
feature  which  may  not  be  understood  by  many 
thousands  of  men  and  women  who  enter  into  Chris- 
tian marriage.  It  is  the  element  of  Priesthood.  Two 
things  have  been  revealed  about  Priesthood  and  mar- 
riage which  are  of  most  vital  importance.  First,  that 
no  marriage  which  is  to  endure  forever,  so  that  in 
essence  a  home  may  be  projected  into  eternity,  may 
be  established  without  the  authorization  and  sanc- 
tion of  divinely  appointed  Priesthood.  And  secondly, 
that  no  marriage  is  eligible  for  the  solemnization  of 
divinely  appointed  Priesthood  without  the  man  party 
to  the  compact  having  first  received  the  endowment 
of  the  Holy  Priesthood  himself. 

We  call  the  ordinance  of  marriage  when  per- 
formed not  only  for  time  but  for  all  eternity  a 
sealing — a  sealing  of  a  good  woman  to  a  good  man 
of  the  Priesthood,  with  the  express  understanding 
and  covenant  that  the  Priesthood  of  the  man,  if  he 
shall  be  faithful  and  live  worthy  to  enjoy  it,  shall 
be  the  supreme  authority  of  the  household,  and  no 
good  woman  of  our  faith  begrudges  her  worthy  hus- 


band of  the  Priesthood  the  respect  which  goes  with 
his  high  calling.  She  knows  that  to  build  him  up 
in  the  esteem  of  their  children,  and  thus  make  him 
conscious  of  the  responsibility  of  leadership,  is  the 
surest  safeguard  she  can  bring  to  her  family  in  a 
world  of  temptation.  The  women  of  the  Church  re- 
joice in  the  Priesthood  of  their  husbands.  They 
know  that  that  Priesthood  is  not  expressed  in  auto- 
cratic or  unrighteous  dominion.  They  know  that  it 
is  a  divinely  given  power  to  be  exercised  only  in 
long-suffering  and  patience,  kindness  and  mercy, 
"reproving  betimes  with  sharpness,  when  moved 
upon  by  the  Holy  Ghost;  and  then  showing  forth 
afterwards  an  increase  of  love  toward  him  whom  thou 
hast  reproved.  .  .  ."(Doctrine and  Covenants  121:43.) 
They  know  that  that  Priesthood  has  true  virtue 
within  it — the  power  to  bless,  the  power  to  heal, 
the  power  to  counsel,  to  make  peace  and  harmony 
prevail. 

Regain  Manhood 

Perhaps  the  saddest  of  all  our  women  are  they 
who  see  their  husbands  fall  away  from  that  Priest- 
hood with  which  they  have  been  endowed.  They  are 
the  wives  who  are  filled  with  anxiety  for  the  future 
of  themselves  and  their  families.  In  the  true  com- 
panionship of  a  husband  of  the  Priesthood  a  good 
woman  may  pass  through  any  trouble  and  have  com- 
fort, resignation,  and  peace.  But  if  her  husband  fails 
her  and  fails  his  holy  calling  it  is  hard  indeed  for 
consolation  to  come  to  her.  She  grieves,  she  prays, 
she  pleads — sometimes  seemingly  in  vain. 

You  husbands  of  the  Priesthood  who  have  been 
neglectful  of  your  covenants,  I  plead  with  you,  in 
behalf  of  sorrowing  wives  and  families,  to  relieve  the 
pain  you  are  causing  those  who  love  you,  to  regain 
manhood  and  strength  and  be  worthy  to  assume  in 
righteousness  the  leadership  of  your  families.  They 
want  to  respect  you.  They  will  if  you  will  let  them. 

Build   Up  the  Father  Image 

I  think  I  have  spoken  for  the  great  majority  of 
our  wives  and  mothers.  There  may  be,  however  a 
few  who  are  not  .helping  as  much  as  they  may  do  in 
the  maintenance  and  re-establishment  of  respect  for 
proper  authority  and  leadership  in  the  home.  We 
have  many  brilliant  women.  I  have  admiration  for 
their  superior  accomplishments.  They  are  continu- 
ally becoming  more  influential  in  all  aspects  of  life 
and  living  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  their  contri- 
butions will  be  of  lasting  value.  If  any  of  these 
brilliant  women  is  a  mother,  I  give  it  my  firm  belief 
that  however  potent  she  may  be  in  matters  extrane- 
ous to  the  home,  she  has  no  higher,  loftier,  and  more 

(Continued  on  following  page.) 
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divinely  given  calling  and  obligation  than  to  be  the 
right  kind  of  a  wife  and  mother  in  her  home.  And 
however  superior  her  attainments  may  be,  she  owes 
a  duty  to  her  husband  to  respect  him  as  head  of  the 
family  and  adequately  teach  her  children  to  do 
likewise. 

The  Judge  to  whom  I  referred  says:  "If  mothers 
would  understand  that  much  of  their  importance 
lies  in  building  up  the  father  image  for  the  child, 
they  would  achieve  the  deep  satisfaction  of  children 
who  turn  out  well.  .  .  .  And  no  mother  would  ever 
have  to  stand  before  me  with  tears  in  her  eyes  and 
ask,  'What  did  I  do  that  was  wrong,  Judge?  What 
did  I  do  that  was  wrong?'  " 

It  seems  indelicate  in  an  address  of  this  character 
to  even  use  the  expression,  "nagging  wives."  If  I  did 
not  regard  the  matter  pertinent  to  the  subject  I  am 
discussing,  I  would  not  mention  it.  I  feel  that  women 
who  may  be  said  to  be  in  this  category  cannot  be 
fully  conscious,  whatever  their  provocation  may  be, 
of  the  damage  they  do  to  the  morale  of  a  home.  I 
give  to  women  generally  the  credit  for  being  long- 
suffering  and  patient,  and  I  think  that  in  the  fore- 
seeable future  they  will  still  be  called  upon  for  great 
toleration,  but  I  hope  they  will  still  be  able  to  show 
kindness  and  patience  to  those  who  may  annoy 
them.  I  think  that  parental  disputes  before  the 
children  are  one  of  the  most  regrettable  and  lament- 
able of  all  aspects  of  domestic  relations.  They  are 
responsible  for  more  disruption  of  domestic  tran- 
quility and  inimical  effects  on  children  than  almost 
any  other  occurrences  in  family  life.  I  suppose  in- 
evitably parents  will  have  some  differences.  For  the 
sake  of  everybody  concerned  let  them  be  settled 
privately,  and  of  course  they  can  be  settled  private- 
ly if  a  spirit  of  tolerance  and  a  recognition  of 
responsibility  prevail.  I  think  that  "nagging  wives" 
cannot  nag  their  husbands  into  doing  anything  that 
is  worthwhile.  Nagging  is  futile  in  the  main,  and 
disruptive  of  any  spirit  of  harmony  and  peace.  In 
homes  where  the  Priesthood  presides,  rebellion  and 
devotion  will  not  thrive  together. 

.  .  .  This  idea  of  putting  Father  back  at  the  head 
of  the  family  is  not  just  a  novel  and  catchy  phrase.  It 
conforms  to  the  revelations  of  the  Lord,  as  I  think 
the  Judge  who  advocated  it  must  have  well  known. 

Wives,  submit  yourselves  unto  your  own  hus- 
bands, as  unto  the  Lord. 

For  the  husband  is  the  head  of  the  wife,  even  as 
Christ  is  the  head  of  the  church:  and  he  is  the  saviour 
of  the  body. 


Therefore  as  the  church  is  subject  unto  Christ, 
so  let  the  wives  be  to  their  own  husbands  in  every 
thing. 

Husbands,  love  your  wives,  even  as  Christ  also 
loved  the  church,  and  gave  himself  for  it.  (Ephesians 
5:22-25.) 

Scripture  given  in  modern  times  also  lends  sup- 
port to  this  fundamental  doctrine.  When  properly 
interpreted  and  applied  I  do  not  see  how  good 
women  should  take  exception  to  it.  No  woman  can 
be  a  good  mother  without  desiring  the  goodness  and 
well-being  of  her  children.  If  the  establishment  of 
headship  in  the  family  contributes  to  their  welfare, 
as  the  learning  on  the  subject  seems  to  indicate, 
how  can  she  do  other  than  strive  to  establish  respect 
and  regard  for  her  husband?  I  admit  that  some 
husbands  and  fathers  have  made  it  difficult  for 
respect  to  be  maintained  for  them,  but  to  abandon 
the  principle  and  thus  remove  from  fathers  the  re- 
sponsibility of  maintaining  virtue  and  goodness 
among  their  children  would  certainly  avail  nothing. 

Power  of  Example  Set  by  the  Father 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  if  a  father  is  to  be  re- 
spected as  the  head  of  the  household,  he  must  be  an 
exemplar.  The  article  to  which  I  have  referred  sets 
forth  the  principle,  and  students  of  juvenile  de- 
linquency seem  agreed  upon  the  fact  that  the  child, 
to  be  safe  for  society  and  his  home,  must  have 
dependable  standards  to  live  by.  There  must  be 
clear  recognition  between  right  and  wrong,  and 
there  must  be  sound,  wise,  and  kindly  discipline.  In 
the  midst  of  the  somewhat  confusing  theories  ad- 
vanced by  the  sociologists  and  criminologists,  it 
seems  to  me  we  cannot  be  going  far  afield  by  en- 
deavoring to  furnish  to  youth  criteria  for  the  guid- 
ance of  their  lives.  There  are  no  criteria  which  seem 
dependable  excepting  only  those  which  have  been 
tried  and  not  found  wanting,  principles  of  righteous- 
ness and  truth,  coming  to  us  from  divine  sources.  I 
cannot  see  how  any  intelligent  parent  can  feel  much 
in  the  way  of  hazard  and  uncertainty  in  having  his 
child  brought  up  to  recognize  the  traditionally  di- 
vinely approved  virtues  and  principles  of  conduct. 

Yesterday  we  read  of  a  youth  of  rather  high  social 
standing  gratifying  a  passion  to  kill,  which  resulted 
in  the  murder  of  a  girl.  Tomorrow  we  will  read  of 
another  such  case,  or  the  next  day,  or  shortly  there- 
after. Certainly  there  is  something  lacking  in  the 
training  for  life  of  such  perverts.  I  noted  with  satis- 
faction the  observations  of  J.  Edgar  Hoover  in  the 
paper  night  before  last  on  that  same  subject. 
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Photo  by  Sherman  T.  Martin. 

Authority  in  the  home  reposes  with  the  father. 


The  other  day  Billy  Graham  wrote  an  article 
for  the  same  magazine  from  which  I  have  quoted, 
under  the  caption,  "Why  I  Believe  In  The  Devil." 
He  gave  three  reasons.  First,  because  the  Bible 
plainly  says  he  exists.  Second,  "because  I  see  his 
work  everywhere."  Third,  because  great  scholars 
have  recognized  his  existence. 

The  first  reason  is  enough  for  me.  The  Lord  has 
revealed  the  existence  of  Satan  and  his  place  and 
function  in  the  eternal  plan  of  life  and  salvation. 
Billy  Graham  apparently  did  not  know  what  modern 
scripture  contained  in  the  Book  of  Mormon  and  our 
Doctrine  and  Covenants  reveals  on  this  subject,  or 
he  would  have  quoted  it,  or  at  least  I  hope  he  would. 
Here  is  a  quotation: 

". .  .  It  must  needs  he  that  the  devil  should  tempt 
the  children  of  men,  or  they  could  not  be  agents  unto 
themselves;  for  if  they  never  should  have  bitter  they 
could  not  know  the  sweet."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants 
29:39.) 

This  and  other  illuminating  scriptures  indicate 
that  man  could  not  have  had  his  free  agency  to 
develop  strength  of  character,  resistance  to  evil,  and 
go  on  to  perfection  except  he  be  subjected  to  the 
power  and  the  influence  of  Satan,  the  father  of  evil. 
Some  sophisticated  people  ridicule  the  idea  of  such 
a  personage  of  power,  but  that  does  not  dispense 


with  the  revealed  account  of  his  actuality  and  the 
record  of  his  accomplishments, 

Sunday  School  teachers  and  others  may  give 
to  the  growing  child  teachings  concerning  good  and 
evil,  but  who  like  the  Father  of  the  family  can  teach 
the  power  of  the  adversary  and  the  resistance 
necessary  to  be  built  up  to  resist  his  seductive 
temptations  to  the  children  for  whom  he  is  respon- 
sible? Who  can  demonstrate  to  the  child  by  the 
power  of  example  the  virtues  and  the  standards  of 
righteousness  as  can  this  head  of  the  family? 

To  all  who  believe  that  order  is  the  law  of  heaven 
and  that  the  Kingdom  of  God  is  established  on  the 
principles  of  righteousness,  I  submit  these  questions: 
Can  order  be  maintained  without  acceptance  of  law 
and  without  discipline?  Is  discipline  possible  without 
recognition  of  authority?  In  human  institutions  and 
the  government  of  men  is  it  not  essential  that  au- 
thority be  vested  in  personalities?  Where  is  the 
personality  more  perfectly  endowed  by  nature  and 
divine  ordinance  to  receive  and  exercise  authority  in 
his  own  household  than  the  father  of  that  household? 

Order  in  the  Home  Brings  Order  in  the  Kingdom 

Where  can  we  hope  for  a  greater  contribution  to 
come  to  the  order  of  the  Kingdom  than  from  the 
homes  of  our  lands?  .  .  .  Can  you  think  of  a  greater 
kindness  to  youth  than  to  prepare  them  in  love  and 
firmness  to  be  worthy  of  the  love  of  God  and  the 
eternal  blessings  which  he  holds  out  to  all  who  obey? 

.  .  .  I  have  no  hesitancy,  no  feeling  of  dubiety 
and  uncertainty  in  advocating  the  adoption  in  your 
homes  of  this  salutary  promising  idea  to  bring  Father 
back  as  the  head  of  the  family.  I  have  no  words  to 
express  my  admiration  and  deep-seated  regard  for  the 
mothers  in  our  homes,  and  I  am  fully  aware  that 
their  loving,  patient  care  shall  always  be  a  major 
factor  in  the  development  of  good  and  virtuous  men 
and  women.  Because  of  their  intense  love  of  home 
and  family  I  believe  they  will  the  more  readily  re- 
spond to  the  idea  I  am  advancing.  I  know  that  they 
will  welcome  anything  that  is  right  to  guard  against 
an  ever-increasing  calamity  that  shakes  our  very  na- 
tional life,  not  only  for  present  generations  but  that 
may  shape  its  course  for  ages  to  come. 

God  bless  the  homes  of  our  own  land  and  of  all 
the  whole  world.  God  bless  the  children  that  they 
may  come  to  know  truth  and  righteousness  and 
adopt  all  that  is  good  in  their  lives.  God  bless  the 
mothers  for  the  love  they  bring  into  our  homes,  and 
God  bless  the  fathers  that  they  may  be  worthy  to 
take  their  appointed  place  as  heads  of  the  households 
over  which  they  may  preside  in  gentleness,  love,  dig- 
nity, and  honor. 
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By  his  passionate  appeal  to  men^s  duty  to  God, 
their  love  of  liberty,  and  their  responsibility 
to  their  families,  Moroni  led  to  victory  .  .  . 

A  NATION 
AROUSED 

by  Ivan  J.  Barrett* 


No  other  character  in  Nephite  history  impressed 
Mormon,  the  abridger  of  the  record,  so  profoundly  as 
did  Moroni,  the  young  commander-in-chief  of  the 
Nephite  armed  forces.^  In  his  "outline  of  Nephite 
history"  he  was  so  stirred  with  the  valor,  nobility, 
and  the  superb  quality  of  leadership  exhibited  by 
this  remarkable  young  general,  patriot,  and  man  of 
God,  that  he  was  to  write: 

...  7/  all  men  had  been,  and  were,  and  ever  would 
he,  like  unto  Moroni,  behold,  the  very  powers  of  hell 
would  have  been  shaken  forever;  yea,  the  devil  would 
never  have  power  over  the  hearts  of  the  children  of 
men.  (Alma  48:17.) 

Moroni,  one  of  the  greatest  Nephite  prophets  and 
military  commanders,  was  born  in  Zarahemla  about 
the  year  100  B.-C.  At  the  age  of  25  he  had  risen  to 
the  supreme  command  of  all  the  Nephite  military 
forces.  He  was  ingenious  in  military  tactics  and  strat- 
egy. But  more  important,  he  was  a  righteous  leader. 

The  Title  of  Liberty 

After  the  defeat  of  a  large  Lamanite  army  under 
a  Nephite  dissenter  named  Zarahemnah,  on  the  River 


(For  Course  12,  lessons  of  June  22  and  29,  "A  Leader  Seeks  the 
Lord"  and  "A  Leader  Is  a  Champion  of  Liberty";  for  Course  14,  les- 
son of  July  20,  "By  Their  Fruits";  for  Course  28,  lesson  of  July  6. 
"Free  Agency  of  Man";   and  of  general  interest.) 

*Ivan  J.  Barrett  is  an  associate  professor  of  Religion  at  Brigham 
Young  University.  Born  in  Mendon,  Utah,  he  holds  a  B.S.  degree  from 
Utah  State  Agricultural  College  and  an  M.S.  from  BYU,  where  he 
was  named  Favorite  Professor  in  1956.  He  filled  a  mission  in  the 
Central  States  and  later  served  as  president  of  the  Northwestern 
states  Mission.  He  has  also  been  active  in  a  stake  presidency  and 
high  council  and  in  many  Church  auxiliaries.  He  is  currently  bishop  of 
the  BYU  54th  Ward,  BYU  Fourth  Stake.  His  wife  is  Minnie  Rogers; 
the  couple  have  five  daughters   and  five   grandchildren. 

^Mormon  named  his  son,  Moroni,  who  buried  the  records  in  the 
Hill  Cumorah,   after  this   earlier  great  Nephite   leader. 


Sidon,  there  was  a  short  period  of  peace  in  the  land 
of  Zarahemla,  which  was  followed  by  internal  dissen- 
sions incited  by  Amalickiah,  a  man  of  "cunning  de- 
vices" and  of  "many  flattering  words,"  whose  design 
was  to  destroy  the  freedom  of  the  people  and  estab- 
lish himself  as  king.  Moroni  rose  to  greatness  in  this 
hour  of  peril.  By  his  patriotic  appeal  he  aroused  the 
whole  nation  to  action  in  defense  of  their  liberty. 
He  ripped  his  coat  apart  and  on  one  piece  he  wrote 
in  bold  letters:  In  memory  of  our  God,  our  religion, 
and  freedom,  and  our  peace,  our  wives,  and  our  chil- 
dren. (Alma  46:12.)  He  attached  it  to  a  pole  and 
called  it  the  "Title  of  Liberty."  Dressed  in  full  uni- 
form, with  the  "Title  of  Liberty"  in  his  hand,  he 
knelt  in  prayer  before  the  Lord  and  invoked  the  God 
of  this  land  "for  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  rest  upon 
his  brethren,  so  long  as  there  should  be  a  band  of 
Christians  remain  to  possess  the  land."  (Alma  46: 
13.)  After  pouring  out  his  soul  in  prayer  to  God  he 
renamed  the  land  of  Zarahemla,  "a  chosen  land,  and 
the  land  of  liberty."  (Alma  46:17.) 

Holding  the  "Title  of  Liberty"  high  above  his 
head,  he  strode  through  the  streets  of  the  city  crying 
for  the  people  to  rally  to  the  standard  of  freedom  and 
to  covenant  that  day,  in  the  strength  of  the  Lord, 
that  they  would  maintain  "their  rights,  and  their 
religion."  (Alma  46:20.)  His  appeal  had  immediate 
effect  upon  the  people;  they  ran  to  him,  dressed  in 
battle  attire,  rending  their  clothes  and  throwing  them 
at  the  feet  of  noble  Moroni,  and  asking  God  to  rend 
them  in  the  same  way  and  throw  them  at  the  feet 
of  their  enemies  should  they  ever  fall  into  trans- 
gression or  be  errant  in  defending  their  liberties. 

Stand   Fast  in  the  Faith 

Being  a  righteous  man  and  a  student  of  the  scrip- 
tures containing  the  prophecies  of  the  prophets  be- 
fore him,  Moroni  reminded  his  co-patriots  that  they 
were  descendants  of  the  great  Joseph,  governor  of 
Egypt;  that  their  father  Jacob  had  kept  a  remnant 
of  the  coat  of  his  son  Joseph,  and  that  after  Joseph 
was  found  alive  in  Egypt,  Jacob  had  prophesied: 

.  .  .  Even  as  this  remnant  of  garment  of  my  son 
hath  been  preserved,  so  shall  a  remnant  of  the  seed 
of  my  son  be  preserved  by  the  hand  of  God.  .  .  . 
(Alma  46:24.) 

After  quoting  the  prophecy,  Moroni  encouraged 
his  people  to  stand  fast  in  the  faith  of  Christ,  that 
they  might  fulfill  the  words  of  their  progenitor  and 
live. 

Amalickiah,  learning  of  this  tremendous  awaken- 
ing to  the  cause  of  liberty,  faltered  in  his  purpose; 
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his  followers  lost  heart,  and  he  decided  that  retreat 
was  the  better  part  of  "valor."  By  Moroni's  vigilance 
their  retreat  was  cut  off,  the  rebels  surrendered,  and 
Amalickiah  fled  to  the  Lamanites,  as  banners  bear- 
ing Moroni's  "Title  of  Liberty"  floated  from  every 
tower  uninterruptedly  from  sea  to  sea  and  from  the 
northern  to  the  southern  borders  of  the  chosen  land. 
President  McKay  has  said: 

So  fundamental  in  man's  eternal  progress  is  his 
inherent  right  to  choose,  that  the  Lord  would  defend 
it  even  at  the  price  of  war.  Without  freedom  of 
thought,  freedom  of  choice,  freedom  of  action  within 
lawful  bounds,  man  cannot  progress.  The  Lord  rec- 
ognized this  and  also  the  fact  it  would  take  man 
thousands  of  years  to  make  the  earth  habitable  for 
self-governing  individuals.  Through  the  ages  ad- 
vanced souls  have  yearned  for  a  society  in  which 
liberty  and  justice  prevailed.  Men  have  sought  for  it, 
fought  for  it,  have  died  for  it.  Ancient  free  men 
prized  it.  .  .  ."^ 

The  Faith  of  Moroni 

Moroni  was  foremost  of  those  who  prized  free- 
dom. He  was  a  righteous  man,  a  man  of  God.  His 
life  we  can  and  should  emulate.  Civilization  and  re- 
ligious character  go  hand  in  hand.  The  Nephite 
record  informs  us  that  Moroni  kept  the  command- 
ments of  God  and  that  his  people  humbled  them- 
selves because  of  his  teachings  and  example.  It  was 
during  this  time  that  they  were  free  from  wars  and 
contentions  and  prospered  abundantly.  As  the  rec- 
ord notes:  "There  never  was  a  happier  time  among 


the  people  of  Nephi,  since  the  days  of  Nephi,  than  in 
the  days  of  Moroni."  (Alma  50:23.) 

What  qualities  of  character  go  into  making  a 
righteous  leader?  The  strength  and  growth  of 
righteousness  depend  upon  a  consistent  life,  in  har- 
mony with  lofty  ideals.  This  consistency  in  living  up 
to  high  ideals  is  admirably  exemplified  by  Moroni. 
Physically  he  was  a  strong  and  mighty  man.  His 
understanding  of  the  purpose  of  life  and  of  his  re- 
sponsibility as  a  child  of  God  to  his  Heavenly  Father 
was  perfect.  His  soul  was  absorbed  in  the  liberty 
and  freedom  of  his  country,  and  his  heart  beat  with 
thanksgiving  to  God  for  the  bounteous  blessings  be- 
stowed upon  his  people.  Not  only  was  he  a  champion 
of  human  liberty,  but  he  was  a  man  firm  in  the  faith 
of  Christ  who  had  taken  an  oath  to  defend  his  peo- 
ple, his  rights,  his  country,  and  his  religion  "even  to 
the  loss  of  his  blood."  (Alma  48:13.)  His  life  was 
spent  in  doing  good  and  serving  his  people.  This 
ideal,  demonstrated  in  loving  service,  "was  the  faith 
of  Moroni."  (Alma  48:16.) 

This  righteous  leader  lived  only  43  years  in  mor- 
tality, but  he  became  immortal  through  deeds  of 
service  and  a  Christlike  life.  His  brief  but  valiant  life 
recalls  the  words  of  Philip  James  Bailey:^ 

We  live  in  deeds,  not  years; 

In  thoughts,  not  breaths; 

In  feelings,  not  in  figures  on  the  dial. 

We  should  count  time  by  heart  throbs. 

He  most  lives 

Who  thinks  most,  feels  the  noblest. 

Acts  the  best. 


=David  O.   McKay,   Gospel  Ideals;   an  Improvement   Era   Publica- 
tion, The  Deseret  News  Press,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,   1953;   page  288. 


"From  "Festus:   a  County  Town,"  by  Philip  James  Bailey. 
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GIVE   US    MEN 


Give  us  men 

Strong  and  stalwart  ones; 

Men  whom  highest  hope  inspires 

Men  whom  purest  honor  fires. 

Men  who  trample  Self  beneath  them, 

Men  who  made  their  country  wreath  them 

As  her  noble  sons. 
Men  who  never  shame  their  mothers, 
Men  who  never  fail  their  brothers. 
True,  however  false  are  others: 

Give  us  men — I  say  again — 

Give  us  Men! 


Give  us  Men! 

Men  who,  when  the  tempest  gathers, 

Grasp  the  standards  of  their  fathers 

In  the  thickest  fight: 
Men  who  strike  for  home  and  altar, 

(Let  the  coward  cringe  and  falter) 
God  defend  the  right: 
True  as  truth  though  lorn  and  lonely 
Tender,  as  the  brave  are  only: 
Men  who  tread  where  saints  have  trod. 
Men  for  Country — Home — and  God: 

Give  us  Men:  I  say  again — again — 


Give  us  such  Men! 


— Bishop  Exeter. 
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"IF  I  HAD  ONLY 

TWO  YEARS 
TO  LIVE" 


A  missionary  discusses  the  rewards 
of  obedience  and  the  impact  of  a  be- 
loved companion's  bold  statement. 

by  Steven  Affleck* 

Since  returning  from  the  mission  field,  I  have 
been  contemplating  the  principles  of  the  gospel  that 
have  influenced  my  life,  and  I  think  I  see  one  prin- 
ciple above  the  rest.  It  is  given  in  the  scriptures: 

There  is  a  law,  irrevocably  decreed  in  heaven  be- 


(For  Course  10,  lesson  of  June  15,  "Making  the  Church  Stronger"; 
for  Course  12,  lesson  of  July  6,  "A  Leader  Is  a  Missionary";  for 
Course  14,  lesson  of  August  17,  "Missionary  Work";  for  Course  16, 
lesson  of  August  24,  "Position  of  LDS  Church";  for  Course  18,  lesson 
of  June  1,  "The  Field  Is  White";  for  Course  26,  lessons  of  June  1, 
July  20,  and  August  17,  "Every  Member  a  Missionary,"  "This  Too  Can 
Be  for  Thy  Good,"  and  "Abiding  Celestial  Law";  for  Course  28,  lesson 
of  June  8,  "Truth";  for  Course  30,  lesson  of  August  24,  "A  World 
Religion";  to  support  family  home  evening  lessons  34,  40,  and  44; 
and  of  general  interest.) 

*  Steven  Ray  Affleck,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  C.  Affleck, 
returned  from  the  Great  Lakes  Mission  in  October,  1968,  and  is  now 
studying  at  Brigham  Young  University.  He  also  serves  as  elders 
quorum  instructor  in  the  Holladay  18th  Ward,  Holladay  (Utah)  Stake. 


fore  the  foundations  of  this  world,  upon  which  all 
blessings  are  predicated — 

And  when  we  obtain  any  blessing  from  God,  it  is 
by  obedience  to  that  law  upon  which  it  is  predicated. 
(Doctrine  and  Covenants  130:20,  21.) 

I  w^ould  like  to  tell  you  how  I  discovered  the  truth 
of  this  principle. 

Blessings  as  a  Natural  Result 

When  I  went  into  the  mission  field  as  a  new  elder, 
I  was  sent  into  a  small,  northeastern  industrial  city. 
The  people  were  mostly  of  the  same  traditional  re- 
ligion; and  though  they  made  up  a  melting  pot  of 
nationalities,  they  seemed  indifferent  to  new  ideas. 
A  large  percentage  of  them  were  older  people;  even 
the  buildings  seemed  old. 

My  companion,  Elder  Kenneth  House,  whom  I 
learned  to  love  dearly,  had  been  serving  there  before 
I  arrived,  with  very  meager  response.  And  after  we 
had  worked  together  for  nearly  two  months,  we  were 
still  meeting  with  little  success.  We  had  contacted 
about  three-fourths  of  the  city,  but  we  had  given 
very  few  discussions.  Discouraged,  we  decided  the 
thing  to  do  was  to  reevaluate  our  program  and  de- 
termine what  was  wrong. 

At  this  time  we  were  studying  the  Doctrine  and 
Covenants.  We  had  read  the  passage  in  Section  130 
which  promises  that  if  we  will  live  the  laws  on  which 
blessings  are  predicated,  we  will  receive  those  bless- 
ings as  a  matter  of  right,  because  our  Father  in  heav- 
en will  be  bound.  (82:10.)  We  determined  to  out- 
line the  laws  which  governed  success  in  the  mission 
field  and  to  commit  ourselves  to  them  with  all  our 
hearts: 

a.  We  would  live  both  the  spirit  and  the  letter  of 
the  law  where  mission  rules  were  concerned — 
get  up  on  time,  have  early  morning  study 
classes,  be  in  on  time,  etc. 

b.  We  would  bear  strong,  sincere  testimony  at 
every  door  and  to  every  contact. 

c.  We  would  exercise  the  power  of  the  priesthood 
and  the  power  of  the  fast. 

d.  We  would  study  and  pray — thus  opening  the 
channel  of  revelation  which  concerned  our 
city — listening  to  the  Spirit's  direction. 

e.  We  would  take  advantage  of  the  minutes. 

Then  we  went  to  our  Heavenly  Father  in  prayer, 
asking  him  for  strength  and  guidance  in  our  efforts. 
We  began  to  fast.  I  believe  this  was  on  a  Thursday. 
We  fasted  for  two  days,  and  at  the  end  of  the  second 
day  we  had  not  received  the  blessings  we  were  seek- 
ing. Yet  we  felt  that  during  that  time  we  had  hum- 
bled ourselves  and  adhered  to  the  laws  in  every 
way.  In  order  to  find  contacts  we  had  gone  the  extra 
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mile  many  times,  working  without  rest  breaks  and 
continuing  from  door  to  door  each  evening  long  after 
we  were  tired  and  wanted  to  quit.  That  Saturday 
night  we  were  so  discouraged  we  felt  like  going  home 
and  just  sitting  down  to  lose  ourselves  in  self-pity. 
We  almost  felt  that  the  Lord  had  ignored  the  laws 
we  were  trying  to  live.    We  broke  our  fast. 

That  evening  we  went  out  seeking  appointments, 
still  with  little  success.  In  discouragement,  we  fi- 
nally went  to  the  home  of  a  member  of  the  Church 
who  was  working  on  the  "every-member-a-mission- 
ary"  program.  When  we  arrived,  the  family  wasn't 
home,  but  the  grandmother  was  there.  Since  she  was 
not  well,  we  stopped  to  talk  with  her  for  a  few  min- 
utes. When  the  phone  rang,  she  asked  me  to  an- 
swer it.  On  the  other  end  of  the  line  was  a  lady  who 
wanted  to  know  if  the  people  of  this  particular  home 
were  members  of  the  Church.  I  replied:  "They  are." 

"Well,"  she  said,  "a  month  or  so  ago  two  young 
men  dropped  by  my  home  and  left  a  Book  of  Mor- 
mon with  me.  They  have  not  been  back  to  pick  it  up, 
but  I  know  the  book  is  true  and  I  would  like  to  learn 
more  about  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants  and  the 
Pearl  of  Great  Price  that  I  read  about  in  the  foot- 
notes." 

The  two  young  men  who  had  "dropped  by"  that 
home  were  Elder  House  and  myself.  We  had  not 
followed  through  on  the  contact.  We  had  slipped. 
We  had  not  written  it  down.  But  in  answer  to  our 
prayer  and  in  answer  to  directly  living  the  laws  of 
fasting,  humility,  and  perseverance,  we  were  blessed 
with  the  response  of  this  woman. 

She  was  baptized,  and  later  so  was  her  husband. 
It  seemed  the  Lord  had  tested  us  right  to  the  last 
minute  and  then  blessed  us  beyond  our  expectations 
with  a  contact  who  was  baptized  only  a  few  weeks 
later.  The  city  seemed  to  blossom  from  then  on,  and 
as  long  as  we  lived  the  "laws  of  success"  we  were 
blessed  with  the  response  of  the  people. 

A  Letter  from  Vietnam 

In  another  city,  what  was  probably  the  highlight 
of  my  mission  occurred.  A  short  time  after  my  arrival, 
my  companion  and  I  started  what  we  called  the 
"new  move-in"  program,  where  we  called  on  people 
who  had  recently  moved  in,  to  welcome  them  into 
the  area  and  see  if  we  could  teach  them  something 
about  the  Church.  Working  through  this  program, 
we  met  a  lady  from  England  and  her  family.  At  this 
time  her  husband  was  in  Vietnam,  She  was  very 
interested  in  learning  about  the  Church,  strictly 
from  an  educational  standpoint.  We  talked  to  her 
for  about  five  weeks,  and  after  that  period  of  time 
she  had  a  strong  desire  to  bring  her  family  of  four 
into  the  Church.  However,  for  this  she  needed  her 
husband's  permission. 


One  day  shortly  before  Christmas  she  said  to  me: 
"Elder  Affleck,  the  greatest  Christmas  present  I 
could  have  would  be  to  be  baptized  into  the  Church 
and  receive  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  see  my  family  bap- 
tized." On  that  day,  December  22,  she  wrote  a  letter 
to  Vietnam,  telling  her  husband  about  the  Church 
and  asking  for  permission  to  be  baptized. 

At  one  o'clock  the  next  morning  we  got  a  phone 
call  from  this  woman.  She  couldn't  wait  to  tell  us 
the  news:  That  same  afternoon  she  had  received  a 
letter  from  her  husband  in  which  he  said:  "Leslie, 
I  have  found  the  most  wonderful  thing!  It  means 
more  to  me  in  this  life  than  anything.  A  young  man 
who  is  in  my  platoon  is  a  Mormon,  and  he  took  me 
to  a  meeting  here  in  Saigon.  I  have  joined  the  Mor- 
mon Church."  Then  he  went  into  specific  details 
about  how  she  could  contact  the  elders. 

What  a  wonderful  blessing  this  family  had  re- 
ceived!   She  was  baptized  on  Christmas  Eve. 

As  I  read  my  journal  now,  I  remember  how  home- 
sick I  was  that  Christmas,  but  I  also  remember  how 
very  thankful  I  was  for  the  baptisms  we  had  and 
for  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  which  governed  us. 

We  Dedicated  the  Very  People 

After  I  left  this  particular  area,  I  received  a  real 
challenge.  With  a  new  companion  who  had  been  in 
the  mission  field  even  a  shorter  time  than  I,  I  was 
called  to  open  a  city  in  upper  Michigan  that  had 
never  before  been  "worked"  by  missionaries.  Before 
we  got  there,  we  knew  only  that  there  were  two 
adult  members  of  the  Church  and  four  children.  We 
were  anticipating  the  challenges  waiting  for  us. 
Our  first  responsibility  was  to  get  a  home  Sunday 
School  started  so  that  these  people  could  attend 
each  week.  We  held  a  home  Sunday  School  the  first 
week  we  were  there,  and  all  six  members  in  the  city 
attended.  At  that  time  I  recalled  that  the  Church 
was  started  in  the  same  way  in  1830,  with  six  peo- 
ple. I  hoped  this  was  a  good  omen. 

From  previous  experience,  we  had  anticipated  the 
great  missionary  challenge  of  this  city.  We  went 
through  the  city  exactly  as  Elder  House  and  I  had 
gone  through  the  one  where  I  was  first  sent,  and 
again  we  did  not  have  any  success.  So  we  sat  down 
and  reevaluated  our  program  and  decided  we  must 
rededicate  ourselves  to  our  work.  And  it  was  follow- 
ing this  rededication  that  I  was  blessed  with  the 
most  rewarding  spiritual  experience  of  my  life. 

We  had  decided  we  must  do  what  Oliver  Cowdery 
and  David  Whitmer  did  as  they  anticipated  their 
missionary  work.  Early  in  the  morning  we  climbed 
to  the  top  of  the  hill  that  overlooked  the  city  (they 
called  it  a  mountain,  but  it  was  very  different  from 

(Continued  on  following  page.) 


JUNE      1 969 


201 


'IF  I  HAD  ONLY  TWO  YEARS  TO  LIVE' 


(Continued  from  preceding  page.) 


the  mountains  we  had  known  at  home  in  Utah)  and 
there  we  knelt  down  and  used  the  priesthood  to 
dedicate  the  homes,  the  people,  the  very  soil  of  that 
city,  to  our  Father  in  heaven.  As  we  knelt,  the  sure 
witness  came  into  my  heart  that  we  were  engaged  in 
the  work  of  the  Lord  and  that  we  were  going  to  find 
success  in  this  place.  Getting  up  from  my  knees,  I 
looked  at  my  companion,  Elder  Gordon  Smith,  and 
the  tears  were  rolling  down  our  cheeks  as  we  wit- 
nessed the  Spirit  of  our  Father  in  heaven. 

We  went  forth  again  in  that  city.  Two  days  later 
we  knocked  on  a  door,  and  a  lady  answered.  When 
we  told  her  who  we  were,  she  said:  "I  am  not  inter- 
ested, but  my  husband  may  be.  Would  you  like  to 
come  back  at  night  sometime?" 

That  was  all  there  was  to  it.  But  when  that 
woman  closed  the  door,  I  turned  to  my  companion 
and  said,  "These  people  are  going  to  be  mem- 
bers of  the  Church."  One  of  the  gifts  a  missionary  is 
given  is  the  power  of  discernment.  Three  weeks  later 
the  husband  and  wife  were  baptized. 

From  this  town  in  Michigan  I  was  sent  into  lower 
Indiana.  Another  highlight  of  my  mission  occurred 
here.  President  Hugh  B.  Brown  had  been  called  to 
dedicate  the  stake  center  at  Indianapolis.  He  told 
a  story  there  that  was  to  give  me  a  great  deal  of 
strength  and  sustain  me  through  a  great  grief.  I  hope 
it  will  give  strength  to  you  as  it  did  to  me. 

THE    CURRANT    BUSh' 

In  the  early  dawn,  a  young  gardener  was  pruning 
his  trees  and  shrubs.  He  had  one  choice  currant  bush 
which  had  gone  too  much  to  wood.  He  feared  there- 
fore that  it  would  produce  little,  if  any,  fruit. 

Accordingly,  he  trimmed  and  pruned  the  bush 
and  cut  it  back.  In  fact,  when  he  had  finished,  there 
was  little  left  but  stumps  and  roots. 

Tenderly  he  considered  what  was  left.  It  looked 
so  sad  and  deeply  hurt.  On  every  stump  there  seemed 
to  be  a  tear  where  the  pruning  knife  had  cut  away 
the  growth  of  early  spring.  The  poor  bush  seemed 
to  speak  to  him,  and  he  thought  he  heard  it  say: 

"Oh,  how  could  you  be  so  cruel  to  me;  you  who 
claim  to  be  my  friend,  who  planted  me  and  cared  for 
me  when  I  was  young,  and  nurtured  and  encouraged 
me  to  grow?  Could  you  not  see  that  I  was  rapidly 
responding  to  your  care?  I  was  nearly  half  as  large 
as  the  trees  across  the  fence,  and  might  soon  have 
become  like  one  of  them.    But  now  you've  cut  my 


iSee  "The  Gardener  and  the  Currant  Bush,"  from  The  Eternal 
Quest,  by  Hugh  B.  Brown;  Bookcraft,  Inc.,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah, 
1956;  pages  243-245. 


branches  back;  the  green,  attractive  leaves  are  gone, 
and  I  am  in  disgrace  among  my  fellows." 

The  young  gardener  looked  at  the  weeping  bush 
and  heard  its  plea  with  sympathetic  understanding. 
His  voice  was  full  of  kindness  as  he  said,  "Do  not 
cry;  what  I  have  done  to  you  was  necessary  that  you 
might  be  a  prize  currant  bush  in  my  garden.  You 
were  not  intended  to  give  shade  or  shelter  by  your 
branches.  My  purpose  when  I  planted  you  was  that 
you  should  bear  fruit.  When  I  want  currants,  a  tree, 
regardless  of  its  size,  cannot  supply  the  need. 

"No,  my  little  currant  bush,  if  I  had  allowed  you 
to  continue  to  grow  as  you  had  started,  all  your 
strength  would  have  gone  to  wood;  your  roots  would 
not  have  gained  a  firm  hold,  and  the  purpose  for 
which  I  brought  you  into  my  garden  would  have 
been  defeated.  Your  place  would  have  been  taken 
by  another,  for  you  would  have  been  barren.  You 
must  not  weep;  all  this  will  be  for  your  good;  and 
some  day,  when  you  see  more  clearly,  when  you  are 
richly  laden  with  luscious  fruit,  you  will  thank  me 
and  say,  'Surely,  he  was  a  wise  and  loving  gardener. 
He  knew  the  purpose  of  my  being,  and  I  thank  him 
now  for  what  I  then  thought  was  cruelty.'  " 

Some  years  later,  this  young  gardener  was  in  a 
foreign  land,  and  he  himself  was  growing.  He  was 
proud  of  his  position  and  ambitious  for  the  future. 

One  day  an  unexpected  vacancy  entitled  him  to 
promotion.  The  goal  to  which  he  had  aspired  was 
now  almost  within  his  grasp,  and  he  was  proud  of 
the  rapid  growth  he  was  making. 

But  for  some  reason  unknown  to  him,  another 
was  appointed  in  his  stead,  and  he  was  asked  to 
take  another  post  relatively  unimportant  .  .  .  which, 
under  the  circumstances,  caused  his  friends  to  feel 
that  he  had  failed. 

The  young  man  staggered  to  his  tent  and  knelt 
beside  his  cot  and  wept.  He  knew  now  that  he  could 
never  hope  to  have  what  he  had  thought  so  desir- 
able. He  cried  to  God  and  said,  "Oh,  how  could  you 
be  so  cruel  to  me?  You  who  claim  to  be  my  friend — 
you  who  brought  me  here  and  nurtured  and  encour- 
aged me  to  grow.  Could  you  not  see  that  I  was  al- 
most equal  to  the  other  men  whom  I  have  so  long 
admired?  But  now  I  have  been  cut  down.  I  am  in 
disgrace  among  my  fellows.  Oh,  how  could  you  do 
this  to  me?" 

He  was  humiliated  and  chagrined  and  a  drop  of 
bitterness  was  in  his  heart,  when  he  seemed  to  hear 
an  echo  from  the  past.  Where  had  he  heard  those 
words  before?  They  seemed  familiar.  Memory  whis- 
pered: 

'I'm  the  gardener  here." 
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He  caught  his  breath.  Ah,  that  was  it — the  cur- 
rant bush! 

.  .  .  His  own  words  were  the  medium  by  which 
his  prayer  was  answered.  There  was  no  bitterness 
in  his  heart  as  he  humbly  spoke  again  to  God  and 
said,  *'I  know  you  now.  You  are  the  gardener,  and 
I  am  the  currant  bush.  Help  me,  dear  God,  to  en- 
dure the  pruning,  and  to  grow  as  you  would  have  me 
grow;  to  take  my  allotted  place  in  life  and  ever  more 
to  say,  'Thy  will  not  mine  be  done.'  " 

Transferred   Beyond  the  Veil 

I  mentioned  the  elder  I  worked  with  in  my 
first  city — Elder  Kenneth  House — a  wonderful 
young  man.  He  was  truly  one  of  the  most  dedicated 
elders  in  the  Great  Lakes  Mission  and  was  loved 
alike  by  older  members  of  the  Church  and  the  new 
contacts  he  baptized.  He  had  a  magnetic  personality, 
and  because  of  this  he  was  a  leader  in  the  mission. 

Elder  House  was  like  a  brother  to  me.  Unless  you 
have  been  on  a  mission,  you  cannot  understand  the 
deep  relationship  you  can  have  with  a  companion. 
This  love  existed  between  us,  and  we  had  stayed 
close,  even  after  we  were  no  longer  companions. 

One  afternoon  I  received  a  phone  call  from  Presi- 
dent Berg,  the  mission  president. 

"Elder  Affleck,"  he  said,  "Elder  House  has  been 
in  an  automobile  accident.  We  are  going  to  fast  for 
him  in  the  mission.  I  would  like  you  to  call  on  the 
elders  in  your  zone  and  ask  them  to  fast." 

I  made  the  phone  calls.  Then  I  went  to  my  room, 
closed  the  door,  and  kneeling  down  at  my  bed,  I 
poured  my  heart  out  to  my  Father  in  heaven.  I 
begged  him  to  bless  this  young  man  whom  I  loved 
so  dearly,  that  he  might  live.  About  three  hours 
later.  President  Berg  called  again  and  said:  "Elder 
Affleck,  this  man  you  loved  so  dearly  has  passed 
away." 

I  remember  hanging  up  the  phone  and  pounding 
my  fists  and  saying:  "Why?  Why  Elder  House?  He 
was  serving  his  Father  in  heaven.  Why  did  he  have 
to  be  taken  at  this  time?" 

Suddenly,  the  words  of  President  Brown  seemed 
to  be  ringing  in  my  mind:  "I  am  the  gardener  here, 
and  I  know  what  I  want  him  to  be."  And  I  received 
the  sweetest  feeling.  I  knew  Elder  House  was  still 
serving  his  Heavenly  Father.  He  had  been  trans- 
ferred to  do  missionary  work  on  the  other  side  of  the 
veil. 

"My  Thoughts  Are  Not  Your  Thoughts" 

I  am  grateful  for  the  story  President  Brown 
shared  with  us  and  for  the  eternal  principle  I  learned 


from  this.  It  was  exactly  what  the  Lord  meant  when 
he  said  to  Isaiah: 

. . .  My  thoughts  are  not  your  thoughts,  neither  are 
your  ways  my  ways.  .  .  .  For  as  the  heavens  are  high- 
er than  the  earth,  so  are  my  ways  higher  than  your 
ways,  and  my  thoughts  than  your  thoughts.  (Isaiah 
55:8,9.) 

I  realized  that  my  desire  that  my  friend  should 
live  was  not  the  will  of  my  Father  in  heaven. 

Soon  afterwards  I  was  asked  to  do  the  hardest 
thing  I  have  ever  done.  I  was  asked  to  write  a  letter 
that  would  be  read  at  Elder  House's  funeral.  As- 1 
wrote  this  letter,  I  recalled  something  he  had  once 
said  which  impressed  me  greatly.  We  were  at  a  group 
meeting.  There,  a  young  man  of  our  age  declared 
that  he  could  not  figure  out  why  two  young  men  in 
the  prime  of  their  lives — the  years  supposed  to  be 
the  most  fruitful  and  productive  from  an  educational 
and  social  viewpoint — would  give  up  so  much  to  do 
missionary  work.  Elder  House  looked  the  man 
squarely  in  the  eye  and  said:  "If  I  realized  that  I 
had  only  two  years  to  live,  I  would  live  them  serving 
my  Father  in  heaven!" 

Those  words  will  ring  in  my  ears  forever! 
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CLIMBING 
THE  MOUNTAIN 


by  Reed  H.  Bradford 

And  Jesus  increased  in  wisdom  and  stature,  and 
in  favour  with  God  and  man.  (Luke  2:52.) 

And  he  received  not  of  the  fulness  at  first,  hut 
continued  from  grace  to  grace,  until  he  received  a 
fulness.  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  93:13.) 

Her  sorrow  was  deep  and  profound.  As  she  told 
her  story,  I  was  reminded  of  the  younger  Alma. 

.  .  .  /  was  racked  with  eternal  torment,  for  my 
soul  was  harrowed  up  to  the  greatest  degree  and 
racked  with  all  my  sins.  Yea,  I  did  remember  all  my 
sins  and  iniquities,  for  which  I  was  tormented  with 
the  pains  of  hell;  yea,  I  saw  that  I  had  rebelled 
against  my  God,  and  that  I  had  not  kept  his  holy 
commandments.  Yea,  and  I  had  .  .  .  led  [many  of 
his  children]  .  .  .  away  unto  destruction  .  .  .  so  great 
had  been  my  iniquities,  that  the  very  thought  of 
coming  into  the  presence  of  my  God  did  rack  my 


(For  Course  6,  lesson  of  June  1,  "Forgiveness";  for  Course  8, 
lesson  of  June  8,  "Peace  Is  a  Personal  Problem";  for  Course  14,  les- 
son of  July  27,  "By  Their  Fruits";  for  Course  18,  lessons  of  July  20 
and  August  10,  "The  Scriptures  Are  Religious"  and  "Inspired  of  God 
— in  Man's  Language";  for  Course  26,  lessons  of  August  3  and  17, 
"A  Broken  Heart  and  a  Contrite  Spirit"  and  "Abiding  Celestial  Law"; 
to  support  family  home  evening  lessons  42  and  44;  and  of  general 
interest.) 


soul  with  inexpressible  horror.  Oh,  thought  I,  that 
I  could  be  banished  and  become  extinct  both  soul 
and  body,  that  I  might  not  be  brought  to  stand  in 
the  presence  of  my  God,  to  be  judged  of  my  deeds. 
(Alma  36:12-15.) 

This  girl  had  made  a  grievous  mistake.  Subse- 
quently she  had  truly  tried  to  repent.  She  had  in- 
ternalized the  meaning  of  many  of  the  principles 
taught  by  the  Savior,  and  had  tried  very  hard  to 
implement  them  in  her  life.  She  had  done  very  well 
in  her  schoolwork.  For  a  considerable  length  of  time 
she  had  grown  intellectually,  emotionally,  socially, 
and  above  all,  spiritually. 

Then  she  had  repeated  the  mistake.  She  now 
felt  as  if  she  had  lost  everything,  and  there  was  a 
hopelessness  about  her  attitude  and,  in  fact,  about 
her  whole  life. 

There  are  many  individuals  who  somehow  con- 
sider repentance  as  a  kind  of  all-or-nothing  situation. 
If  one  does  this,  he  may  actually  feel  as  Alma  felt, 
or  as  Dante's  condemned  souls  must  have  felt  when 
they  read  the  inscription  on  the  gates  of  hell:  "All 
hope  abandon,  ye  who  enter  here."^ 

But  there  is  another  way  to  view  the  situation — 
a  positive  way.  This  includes  a  number  of  con- 
cepts whose  deepest  meaning  each  individual  must 
understand. 

Motivation 

Our  Heavenly  Father  and  the  Savior  have  indi- 
cated over  and  over  again  that  they  want  us  to  be- 
come like  them.  They  want  us  to  grow  as  the  Savior 
grew,  increasing  "in  wisdom  .  .  .  and  in  favour  with 
God  and  man." 

Think  of  the  following  statements: 

. . .  Fear  not,  little  flock  . .  .1  do  not  condemn  you; 
go  your  ways  and  sin  no  more.  .  .  .  (Doctrine  and 
Covenants  6:34,  35.) 

.  .  .  Notwithstanding  their  sins,  my  bowels  are 
filled  with  compassion  towards  them.  .  .  .  (Doctrine 
and  Covenants  101:9.) 

Verily,  thus  saith  the  Lord  unto  you  whom  I 
love,  and  whom  I  love  I  also  chasten  that  their  sins 
may  be  forgiven,  for  with  the  chastisement  I  prepare 
a  way  for  their  deliverance  in  all  things  out  of  temp- 
tation, and  I  have  loved  you.  (Doctrine  and  Cove- 
nants 95:1.) 

This  is  the  motivation  that  our  Heavenly  Father 
has  toward  us.  It  is  the  motivation  we  should  have 
toward  one  another. 


^Dante  Alighieri,  The  Inferno,  Canto  III,  Line  9. 
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Fifty-fourth  in  a  Series  To  Support  the  Family 

Continued  Growth 

It  is  often  easy  to  become  impatient  with  the 
behavior  of  another  individual,  and  even  with  our 
own;  but  we  must  remember  that  it  takes  time  for 
growth  to  occur.  We  are  not  physically  mature  until 
somewhere  between  the  ages  of  20  and  30.  We  may 
experience  sadness  to  see  someone  behaving  imma- 
turely  or  sinning,  but  just  as  we  cannot  produce  phy- 
sical maturity  overnight,  so  also  we  cannot  produce 
emotional,  social,  intellectual,  and  above  all,  spiritual 
maturity  in  a  short  period  of  time.  So  many  things 
can  work  themselves  out,  in  time;  and  the  ugly 
duckling  may  become  a  swan.  The  younger  Alma 
repented  and  gained  a  whole  new  insight  into  the 
Savior's  love  for  him.  Alma  made  a  personal  com- 
mitment to  the  Savior.   He  said: 

.  .  .  /  had  been  born  of  God  .  .  .  and  now  behold 
.  . .  the  Lord  doth  give  me  exceeding  great  joy  in  the 
fruit  of  my  labors.  And  I  have  been  supported  under 
trials  and  troubles  of  every  kind  .  .  .  and  I  do  put 
my  trust  in  him,  and  he  will  still  deliver  me.  (Alma 
36:23,25,27.) 

This  is  the  kind  of  attitude  that  will  help  us  to 
help  our  children  and  each  other.  With  this  attitude, 
a  parent  maintains  a  relationship  with  his  children 
in  which  they  understand  his  motivation  toward 
them — his  desire  for  their  continued  growth,  fulfill- 
ment, and  joy.  This  parent  continues  to  try  to  teach 
them  the  meaning  of  the  Savior's  principles  and  is 
patient  with  them  when  they  make  mistakes. 

Sin   Limits  Our  Growth 

We  must  recognize  that  failure  to  understand, 
accept,  and  implement  the  principles  taught  by  the 
Lord  limits  our  growth:  "That  which  breaketh  a  law, 
and  abideth  not  by  law  .  .  .  cannot  be  sanctified  by 
law,  neither  by  mercy,  justice,  nor  judgment.  ..." 
(Doctrine  and  Covenants  88:35.) 

Repentance 

Obviously,  when  I  make  a  mistake  I  should  hon- 
estly feel  sorry  for  that  mistake.  I  should  spend 
time  trying  to  find  out  why  I  made  it.  I  should  do 
my  very  best  not  to  repeat  it.  Sin  itself  is  a  kind  of 
punishment:  "Wickedness  never  was  happiness." 
(Alma  41:10.) 

Forgiveness 

The  Savior  himself  did  many  things  to  help  us 
in  our  quest  to  become  like  him.  He  went  through 
the  atonement:  "For  behold,  I,  God,  have  suffered 
these  things  for  all,  that  they  might  not  suffer  if 
they  would  repent."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  19: 
16.) 


Home  Evening 

On  many  occasions  Jesus  has  indicated  that  he 
would  grant  forgiveness  of  our  sins  if  we  would  meet 
certain  conditions.  He  said,  "Behold,  he  who  has 
repented  of  his  sins,  the  same  is  forgiven,  and  I,  the 
Lord,  remember  them  no  more."  (Doctrine  and  Cove- 
nants 58:42.)  He  has  indicated  that  this  attempt  on 
our  part  must  be  an  honest  and  a  sincere  one.  This 
is  one  of  the  important  aspects  of  the  statement  by 
Moroni: 

.  .  .  And  if  ye  shall  ask  with  a  sincere  heart,  with 
real  intent,  having  faith  in  Christ,  he  will  manifest 
the  truth  of  it  unto  you,  by  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  (Moroni  10:4.) 

This  was  also  the  theme  of  the  Lord's  statement: 
"They  draw  near  to  me  with  their  lips,  but  their 
hearts  are  far  from  me."  (Joseph  Smith  2:19.) 


What  could  help  to  alleviate  the  sorrow  of  the 
girl  who  sat  before  me?  Following  are  suggestions  of 
some  basic  things  that  might  help  her: 

1.  She  should  retain  faith  in  the  divinity  of  her 
own  soul.  Each  of  us  is  the  child  of  a  divine  Heaven- 
ly Father.  As  his  spirit  child,  each  of  us  has  in- 
herited some  of  his  divinity.  Each  person  has  poten- 
tials and  distinctive  gifts.  It  is  often  easy  for  us  to 
lose  sight  of  that  divine  spark  because  of  the  ex- 
periences we  have  with  others  on  this  earth.  We 
compare  ourselves  with  them  and  often  they  have 
more  ability  in  one  particular  area  than  we  have. 
Our  main  emphasis  should  be  upon  the  satisfactions 
we  receive  from  developing  our  own  gifts  rather  than 
comparing  ourselves  with  others. 

2.  She  should  study  and  pray  to  understand 
Christ's  principles.  This  is  a  gradual  process  that 
can  continue  throughout  life.  If  we  seek  with  real 
intent,  he  will  give  us  "line  upon  line." 

3.  When  she  makes  mistakes,  she  should  admit 
them  to  herself.  She  should  also  make  the  proper 
confessions  to  the  Lord  and  to  those  she  has  offend- 
ed.   We  read: 

.  .  .  Remember  that  on  this,  the  Lord's  day,  thou 
shalt  offer  thine  oblations  and  thy  sacraments  unto 
the  Most  High,  confessing  thy  sins  unto  thy  breth- 
ren, and  before  the  Lord.  (Doctrine  and  Covenants 
59:12.) 

But  she  must  be  careful  in  revealing  mistakes  to 
those  not  directly  involved  in  the  offense,  and  make 
sure  that  they  can  be  trusted. 

4.  She  should  remember  that  the  Lord  will  for- 
give her: 

(Concluded  on  page  207.) 
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Gifts  of  the  Spirit 

by  John  F.  Heidenreich* 

The  greatest  of  all  gifts  is  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  He  is  the 
source  of  all  spiritual  gifts.  His  genuineness  is  proven  by  our  knowl- 
edge and  testimony  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  for  we  can  obtain  such 
testimony  only  through  his  witness.  ",  .  .  No  man  can  say  that  Jesus 
is  the  Lord,  but  by  the  Holy  Ghost."  (1  Corinthians  12:3.)  The 
Apostle  Paul  enumerates  several  gifts  of  the  Spirit  in  1  Corinthians 
12:8-10  and  in  Romans  12:6-8.  In  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants  46: 
8-29,  and  in  Moroni  10:8-17,  an  even  more  complete  list  is  found. 


Some  years  ago,  when  I  was  investigating  the 
Church,  I  reached  a  point  where  I  felt  it  impossible 
to  go  any  further  in  accepting  the  restoration.  I  gave 
the  missionaries  who  were  working  with  us  a  piece 
of  paper  upon  which  I  had  written  eight  reasons 
why  I  could  never  be  a  Mormon.  The  missionaries 
went  away  sad  when  we  told  them  nothing  could 
be  gained  by  their  continuing  to  labor  with  us. 

Later,  at  our  request,  they  returned,  and  we  dis- 
cussed one  of  these  eight  reasons.  I  had  a  strong 
revulsion  against  taking  water  for  the  sacrament. 
Did  not  Christ  himself  say  when  he  instituted  the 
Holy  Supper  that  we  were  to  drink  of  the  "fruit  of 
the  vine"?  (See  Matthew  26:27-29.)  Even  the  color 
of  the  wine  was  significant,  in  that  it  suggested  the 
blood  of  Christ.  It  seemed  irreverent,  if  not  impos- 
sible, to  make  such  a  weak  substitution. 

The  young  missionary  asked  me  this  question: 
"When  Christ  had  expired  on  the  cross  and  the  sol- 
dier came  and  pierced  his  side  with  a  spear,  what 
came  out  of  his  side?"  I  answered,  "According  to 
John's  Gospel,  blood  and  water  came  out  of  his  side." 
(See  John  19:34.) 

I  then  remembered  an  interpretation  of  John 
19:34  from  a  lecture  that  had  impressed  me  when  I 
was  a  student  in  divinity  school.  The  speaker  had 
told  us  that  the  separation  of  the  blood  and  water 
that  was  deposited  in  Christ's  body  cavity  may  have 
been  caused  by  the  great  emotional  upheaval  he  had 
suffered  in  Gethsemane,  when  he  sweat  great  drops 
of  blood.  Physicians  call  this  rare  symptom  of  blood 
sweating  haematidrosis.  It  is  caused  by  deep  emo- 
tional disturbance.  There  is  no  doubt  that  Christ 
was  disturbed — that  his  heart  was  broken — ^when 
he  was  rejected  by  those  he  loved  and  had  come  to 

(For  Course  8,  lesson  of  June  8,  "Peace  Is  a  Personal  Problem"; 
for  Course  10,  lesson  of  August  3,  "Heber  J.  Grant,  the  Seventh 
President";  for  Course  12,  lesson  of  June  22,  "A  Leader  Seeks  the 
Lord";  for  Course  14,  lesson  of  August  17,  "Missionary  Work";  for 
Course  28,  lesson  of  June  1,  "Gifts  of  the  Spirit";  for  Course  30,  les- 
son of  August  29,  "A  World  Religion";  to  support  family  home 
evening  lesson  29;  and  of  general  interest.) 


save.  So  now,  with  my  "superior"  understanding  of 
this  scripture,  I  said  to  the  young  missionary:  "I 
don't  believe  that  Christ  died  on  the  cross  only  from 
loss  of  blood;  to  me,  the  water  that  came  out  of  his 
side  is  a  sign  that  he  died  of  a  broken  heart." 

There  was  a  long  silence  in  the  room  as  I  re- 
peated several  times  in  my  mind  the  statement  I 
had  just  so  inadvertently  spoken — "The  water  was 
a  sign,  that  he  died  of  a  broken  heart." 

For  many  years  as  a  minister  I  had  elevated  the 
chalice  of  wine  at  the  altar  to  consecrate  it  as  a  holy 
representation  of  the  blood  of  Christ.  The  sacra- 
ment was  very  meaningful  to  me  then.  But  it  is 
vastly  more  meaningful  to  me  now.  That  little  cup 
of  water  reminds  me  that  Christ  died  for  me  of  a 
broken  heart,  that  I,  through  repentance,  might  gain 
eternal  life. 

This  personal  incident  may  serve  to  illustrate  the 
great  power  of  the  Spirit  to  guide  us  in  speaking, 
even  to  putting  thoughts  in  our  minds  and  the  right 
words  into  our  mouths.  "For  it  is  not  ye  that  speak, 
but  the  Spirit  of  your  Father  which  speaketh  in  you." 
(Matthew  10:20.) 

How  was  the  missionary  guided  to  say  just  the 
effective  words  to  open  my  mind  and  heart?  He 
acknowledged  at  the  time,  and  has  acknowledged 
many  times  since,  that  it  was  through  no  knowledge 
of  his  own  that  he  spoke  the  right  words  and  kept 
silent  at  the  right  time.  He  spoke  only  as  the  Spirit 
gave  utterance.  My  other  seven  reasons  for  rejecting 
the  restored  gospel,  built  up  by  the  traditions  of  men 
and  by  intellectuality,  were  resolved  by  that  same 
Spirit. 

Spiritual  gifts  cannot  be  had  or  understood  apart 
from  the  Spirit  himself.  We  cannot  enjoy  the  gifts  of 


*John  F.  Heidenreich,  principal  of  the  Skyline  (Utah)  Seminary, 
was  a  Congregational  minister  before  he  joined  the  Church  in 
1959.  He  took  his  Bachelor  of  Divinity  degree  at  Rutgers  University 
after  receiving  a  B.A.  in  1931  from  Central  University  of  Iowa,  and 
in  1963  he  received  an  M.A.  in  Religious  Education  from  Brigham 
Young  University.  With  his  wife,  Bernice  Tomer,  he  lives  in  the 
HoUaday  Ward,  HoUaday  (Utah)  Stake,  where  he  teaches  the  in- 
vestigators class  in  Sunday  School.  The  couple  have  three  children. 
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the  Holy  Ghost  or  in  any  way  benefit  from  them 
without  his  constant  abiding  presence,  for  it  is  only 
by  the  sweet  influence  and  power  of  this  Spirit 
that  we  can  exercise  and  enjoy  our  spiritual  gifts. 
Lest  the  Spirit  be  withdrawn  from  us,  we  are  warned 
not  to  grieve  him  by  any  transgression  of  God's  laws, 
even  that  of  speaking  words  that  do  not  edify.  It  is 
by  the  Spirit  of  God  that  we  are  "sealed  unto 
the  day  of  redemption."  (Ephesians  4:30.) 

Spiritual  gifts  may  be  thought  of  as  endow- 
ments given  through  the  love  and  wisdom  of  God 
for  each  person's  particular  use  and  need.  To  one 
may  be  given  the  gift  of  healing,  meaning  that  he  is 
gifted  in  the  administration  of  the  healing  power  of 
God.  To  another  may  be  given  the  spirit  of  discern- 
ment, enabling  him  to  penetrate  the  deceitfulness  of 
men  and  to  recognize  truth.  Such  a  person  is  gifted 
with  an  extraordinary  perception  into  the  minds  and 
hearts  of  men  and  into  many  puzzling  human  situa- 
tions. The  gift  of  discernment  is  indeed  one  of  the 
Spirit's  choicest  gifts,  in  which  God  shares  his  wis- 
dom with  the  recipient. 

Spiritual  gifts  also  may  be  thought  of  as  the  re- 
wards of  a  spiritual  life.  However,  we  can  never  earn 
them,  for  they  are  gifts;  but  we  can  desire  them  and 
seek  for  them  as  Paul  advises.^  We  can  also  make 
our  minds  and  bodies  fit  for  the  indwelling  of  the 
Spirit's  influence  and  power.  His  gifts  will  then  be 
abundantly  given  to  us. 

^See  Colossians  3:1;   1  Corinthians   12:31;   14:1.  See   also  Doctrine 
and  Covenants  46:7,  8. 


How  do  we  become  spiritually  fit?  By  cultivating 
a  greater  interest  in  spiritual  things.  We  can  culti- 
vate spiritual-mindedness  by  taking  exercise  and 
nourishment,  just  as  we  build  up  and  sustain  the 
physical  body.  To  exercise  the  spirit  we  need  to  have 
daily  spiritual  experiences.  How  long  has  it  been 
since  you  had  a  spiritual  experience?  Spiritual  nour- 
ishment is  the  continuous  daily  renewal  of  our  minds 
through  inspired  worship,  reading,  and  service. 
"...  Though  our  outward  man  perish,  yet  the  inward 
man  is  renewed  day  by  day,"  (2  Corinthians  4:16.) 

John  Winthrop,  who  led  a  group  of  Puritans  from 
England  to  America  in  1630,  kept  a  daily  record  of 
his  "spiritual  experiences"  for  35  years.  This  diary 
is  a  classic  in  humility  and  spiritual  sensitiveness." 

We  should  strive  to  have  spiritual  experiences 
every  day,  experiences  that  are  above  and  beyond 
the  ordinary.  Often  this  can  be  done  by  lifting  ordi- 
nary experiences  to  spiritual  levels.  A  spiritual  ex- 
perience does  not  have  to  be  a  manifestation  or  direct 
confrontation  with  Deity.  It  may  consist  of  a  sensi- 
tiveness to  people,  an  awareness  to  human  needs  not 
ordinarily  felt  or  noticed. 

The  only  real  limitation  on  our  having  and  en- 
joying the  gifts  of  the  Spirit  is  our  spiritual  indolence 
and  lack  of  desire  to  receive  and  exercise  these  gifts. 
Gifts  of  the  Spirit  are  available  to  all  who  truly 
desire  and  seek  them. 


^Life  and  Letters  of  John  Winthrop,  compiled  by  Robert  C.  Win- 
throp, Vols.  1  and  2;  Little,  Brown  and  Company,  Boston,  Mass.,  1889. 
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CLIMBING  THE  MOUNTAIN      (Concluded  from  page  205.) 


...  7,  the  Lord,  forgive  sins  unto  those  who  con- 
fess their  sins  before  me  and  ask  forgiveness,  who 
have  not  sinned  unto  death.  (Doctrine  and  Cove- 
nants 64:7.) 

5.    She  should  forgive  herself  and  others: 

Wherefore,  I  say  unto  you,  that  ye  ought  to  for- 
give one  another;  for  he  that  forgiveth  not  his  broth- 
er his  trespasses,  standeth  condemned  before  the 
Lord;  for  there  remaineth  in  him  the  greater  sin. 
(Doctrine  and  Covenants  64:9.) 

When  Peter  asked  the  Lord  how  often  he  should 
forgive  his  brother,  the  Savior  said,  "...  I  say  not 
unto  thee,  Until  seven  times:  but,  Until  seventy 
times  seven."  (Matthew  18:22.)  We  will  have  this 
desire  to  forgive  if  our  motive  is  the  divine  fulfill- 
ment of  the  other  individual.  ".  .  .  Be  ye  kind  one 
to  another,  tenderhearted,  forgiving  one  another, 
even  as  God  for  Christ's  sake  hath  forgiven  you." 
(Ephesians  4:32.) 


Following  these  procedures  is  something  like 
climbing  a  mountain:  One  may  make  mistakes  or 
fall  down,  but  he  always  picks  himself  up  again, 
learning  from  his  mistakes,  seeking  to  correct  them, 
and  experiencing  a  real  joy  and  exhilaration  as  he 
gets  further  and  further  up  the  mountain.  In  time, 
he  will  become  sanctified. 

.  .  .  It  shall  come  to  pass  that  every  soul  who 
forsaketh  his  sins  and  cometh  unto  me,  and  calleth 
on  my  name,  and  obeyeth  my  voice,  and  keepeth 
my  commandments,  shall  see  my  face  and  know  that 
I  am.  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  93:1.) 

I  will  not  leave  you  comfortless.  .  .  .  He  that  hath 
my  commandments,  and  keepeth  them,  he  it  is  that 
loveth  me:  and  he  that  loveth  me  shall  be  loved  of 
my  Father,  and  I  will  love  him,  and  will  manifest 
myself  to  him.  (John  14:18,  21.) 

Library  File  Reference:  REPENTANCE. 
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Art  by  Jerry  Harston. 


PART   I 


SINCE  its  development  during  World  War  II,  the 
overhead  projector  has  steadily  gained  in  popu- 
larity in  the  teaching  profession.  This  is  partly  due  to 
the  increased  flow  of  knowledge  and  the  need  to 
teach  more  material  more  effectively  in  less  time. 

This  machine,  a  lightweight  classroom  projection 
tool,  provides  the  teacher  with  instant  chalk  facili- 
ties. This  does  not  mean  that  it  is  a  new  gimmick 
designed  to  replace  the  chalkboard.  Rather  it  serves 
to  complement  and  add  to  the  usefulness  of  the 
chalkboard. 

What  Is  the  Overhead  Proiector? 

As  noted,  this  machine  is  a  type  of  classroom 
projector  that  will  project  on  a  screen  large,  trans- 
parent materials  up  to  10"  x  10''  in  size.  It  has  a 
built-in  lamp  and  a  fan  to  keep  the  lamp  cool.  Three 
very  simple  operational  controls  manipulate  the 
machine:  the  off-on  switch,  generally  located  in  the 
center  of  the  front  panel;  a  focus  knob;  and  a  tilt 
device  for  height  adjustment  on  the  screen. 

The  Machine:  There  are  two  overhead  models. 
The  classroom  model  is  a  portable,  lightweight  ma- 
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chine  weighing  between  15  and  25  pounds.  The  audi- 
torium model  weighs  about  40  pounds  and  is 
designed  for  large  group  instruction.  Besides  its 
greater  weight  and  size,  the  projection  lamp  is  able 
to  project  a  much  brighter  image. 

The  Overhead  and  Opaque  Projectors:  The  over- 
head projector  is  often  confused  with  the  opaque 
projector.  Both  machines  will  project  page-size  ma- 
terial onto  a  screen.  However  the  opaque  projector 
does  just  what  its  name  implies:  it  projects  opaque 
page-size  material.  On  the  other  hand,  the  overhead 
projector  will  project  only  transparent  page-size  ma- 
terial. One  way  to  separate  the  two  machines  men- 
tally is  to  consider  that  the  overhead  projector 
projects  a  beam  of  light  over  the  head  of  the  teacher. 
This  is  especially  true  of  the  classroom  model,  which 
generally  requires  the  operator  to  remain  seated. 

Advantages  of  the  Overhead  Projector 

The  overhead  projector  has  many  advantages. 

1.  It  is  inexpensive.  Approximate  total  cost  for 
a  classroom  model  is  $97.00  if  purchased  through 
Church  Distribution  Center  (otherwise,  $135);  the 
Church  will  pay  70%  of  the  cost  of  the  first  machine 
purchased  for  a  ward  library. 

2.  It  is  lightweight  and  extremely  flexible. 

3.  It  is  one  of  the  few  projectors  that  can  be  ef- 
fectively used  in  a  lighted  room. 

4.  In  classrooms  with  limited  space  the  small, 
portable  overhead  projector  screen,  which  hangs  from 
the  wall  or  chalkboard,  is  more  practical  than  a  tri- 
pod-type screen.  A  white  sheet  of  butcher  paper,  a 
pastel  wall,  or  even  the  green  chalkboard  can  also 
make  a  workable  screen, 

5.  The  overhead  projector  is  always  used  at  the 
front  of  the  classroom.  Only  a  short  projection  dis- 
tance— about  six  feet — is  required  to  focus  material 
on  the  screen.  Working  in  front  of  the  class,  the 
teacher  can  always  maintain  eye-to-eye  contact  with 
her  students. 

6.  Items  can  be  manipulated  during  presentation 
on  the  overhead.  Notice  in  the  illustration  above  that 
the  teacher  has  a  tabletop  surface  available  to  her  as 

(Concluded  on  page  226.) 
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.  .  .  and  I  Will  Give  You  Rest" 


BY  John  G.  Grover'* 


Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy 
laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest.  (Matthew  11:28.) 

What  a  welcome  prospect!  In  an  age  of  strife 
and  turmoil,  rest  is  a  rare  and  precious  commodity. 
Yet  how  often  do  we  stray  from  the  very  paths  that 
would  lead  us  into  the  Savior's  rest,  even  as  we 
search  for  them? 

Some  seekers  eventually  abandon  faith.  Surely, 
they  think,  when  Christ  said  these  words  life  was 
not  as  busy,  as  complex,  or  as  chaotic,  as  it  seems 
today.  As  we  look  about,  we  can  see  jets  flying  by 
us  at  speeds  unimaginable  in  New  Testament  times 
—  in  the  time  it  took  the  fastest  rider  of  those  days 
to  go  from  Nazareth  to  Bethlehem,  today's  craft  can 
cross  an  ocean  and  return.  An  event  in  the  news 
which  would  have  taken  months  to  relay  a  few 
hundred  miles  in  olden  times,  we  can  see  as  it 
happens! 

In  this  fast-paced,  complex,  mass-produced  world, 
are  the  words  of  Christ  still  relevant?  What  is  the 
"rest"  he  speaks  of,  and  how  can  we  enter  into  it? 

Clearly  the  rest  promised  by  Christ  is  more  than 
physical  relaxation.  "Ye  shall  find  rest  unto  your 
souls,"  he  tells  us  in  Matthew  11:29.  President 
Joseph  F.  Smith  has  described  this  rest  as  ".  .  .  the 
spiritual  rest  and  peace  which  are  born  from  a  set- 
tled conviction  of  the  truth  in  the  minds  of  men."^ 

But  how  do  we  come  to  the  "settled  conviction 
of  truth"  which  brings  peace  of  mind?  After  all,  ac- 
cording to  the  experts  of  our  day,  we  are  living 
with  a  "knowledge  explosion"  which  makes  it  pos- 
sible for  us  to  retrieve  and  collect  more  information 
in  a  few  hours  than  a  person  could  get  in  years  a 
generation  ago.  More  people  are  engaged  in  collect- 
ing and  disseminating  facts  than  at  any  previous 
time  in  history.  Surely,  in  this  sense,  we  are  learning 
more  and  more  truths.  Why,  then,  is  there  so  little 
rest  in  our  day? 

Long  before  the  birth  of  Christ  the  author  of 
Ecclesiastes  gave  eloquent  voice  to  this  problem:  "I 
gave  my  heart  to  seek  and  search  out  ...  all  the 


works  that  are  done  under  the  sun,"  he  tells  us, 
"and,  behold,  all  is  vanity  and  vexation  of  spirit. 
For  in  much  wisdom  is  much  grief:  and  he  that 
increaseth  knowledge  increaseth  sorrow."  (Ecclesi- 
astes 1:13,  14,  18.)  And  indeed,  today,  the  more 
we  learn  about  "all  the  works  that  are  done  under 
the  sun,"  the  emptier  life  often  seems,  and  the  more 
desperate  we  bcome  to  find  the  one  truth  that  will 
tie  all  knowledge  together  and  give  us  rest:  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  purpose  of  life.  With  all  our  knowledge, 
we  ask,  bewildered,  "Men  and  brethren,  what  shall 
we  do?" 

We  are  indeed  living  in  the  world  spoken  of  by 
Paul,  when  he  prophesied  that  in  the  last  days  men 
would  be  "ever  learning,  and  never  able  to  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  truth."  (2  Timothy  3:7.) 

To  this  problem,  to  the  eternal  question  posed 
by  Pilate,  "What  is  truth?"  Christ's  answer  is  eter- 
nally clear  and  valid:  "I  am  the  way,  the  truth,  and 
the  life."  (John  14:6.)  The  one  truth  that  can 
transcend  the  "vanity  and  vexation  of  spirit"  so 
abundant  in  the  world  today  is  not  to  be  found  in 
the  study  of  science  and  technology,  but  in  follow- 
ing the  light  of  the  Savior,  living  in  his  way:  "Take 
my  yoke  upon  you,"  he  promised,  "and  ye  shall 
find  rest  unto  your  souls."  (Matthew  11:29.) 

And  what  does  following  him  and  taking  up  his 
yoke  entail? 

By  this  shall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my  dis- 
ciples, if  ye  have  love  one  to  another.  (John  13:35.) 

Love  is  undoubtedly  the  great  message  of  Chris- 
tianity. But  what  has  the  world  to  say  today  of  love? 
This  word  has  been  used,  abused,  wrested,  and 
twisted  until  it  has  so  many  shades  of  meaning  that 
it  is  often  not  clear  just  what  the  user  means.  How 
then  shall  we  truly  show  "love  one  to  another"? 

Paul  has  an  eloquent  answer  to  this: 

For  this,  Thou  shall  not  commit  adultery,  Thou 

shalt  not  kill.  Thou  shalt  not  steal,  Thou  shalt  not 

bear  false  witness.   Thou  shalt  not  covet;   and  if 

there  be  any  other  commandment,  it  is  briefly  com- 
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prehended  in  this  saying,  namely,  Thou  shah  love 
thy  neighbour  as  thyself, 

hove  worketh  no  ill  to  his  neighbour:  therefore 
love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law.  (Romans  13:9,  10.) 

Christ  also  said  again  and  again  to  those  who 
would  follow  him:  "He  that  hath  my  command' 
ments,  and  keepeth  them,  he  it  is  that  loveth  me." 
(John  14:21.) 

And  he  promised  that  if  we  would  love  him, 
and  keep  his  commandments,  "...  I  will  pray  to 
the  Father,  and  he  shall  give  you  another  comfor- 
ter. .  .  .  even  the  Spirit  of  truth  .  .  .  and  [he]  shall 
be  in  you."  (John  14:17.) 

From  time  to  time  we  see  people  who  have 
achieved  this  love,  this  peace,  this  rest  of  which 
the  Savior  speaks.  The  Comforter,  the  Spirit  of 
Truth,  indeed  "dwells  with  them."  As  we  examine 
the  lives  of  these  people  we  find  that  they  are  with- 
out exception  kind,  considerate,  and  prayerful;  they 
are  always  humble  and  teachable;  yet  they  are 
guided  in  all  their  learning  by  an  inner  spirit  of 
direction,  by  the  "gospel  knowledge"  spoken  of  by 
Elder  Bruce  McConkie  which  "deals  primarily  with 
a  clear  perception  of  the  truths  about  God  and  his 
laws,  and  the  laws  governing  his  dealings  with  his 
offspring,  the  laws  which  if  obeyed  will  enable  .  .  . 
these  offspring  to  gain  salvation  in  the  presence  of 
God."2 

Joseph  F.  Smith  said: 

The  ancient  prophets  speak  of  ^'entering  into 
God's  rest";  what  does  it  mean?  To  my  mind,  it 


means  entering  into  the  knowledge  and  love  of 
God,  having  faith  in  his  purpose  and  in  his  plan,  to 
such  an  extent  that  we  know  we  are  right,  and  that 
we  are  not  hunting  for  something  else,  we  are  not 
disturbed  by  every  wind  of  doctrine,  or  by  the  cun' 
ning  and  craftiness  of  men  who  lie  in  wait  to  de- 
ceive. We  know  of  the  doctrine  that  it  is  of  God, 
and  we  do  not  ask  any  questions  of  anybody  about 
it;  they  are  welcome  to  their  opinions,  to  their  ideas 
and  to  their  vagaries.  The  man  who  has  reached 
that  degree  of  faith  in  God  that  all  doubt  and  fear 
have  been  cast  from  him,  he  has  entered  into 
"God's  rest,"  and  he  need  not  fear.  .  .  .^ 

And  how  do  we  enter  into  this  peace?  The 
words  have  come  down  through  the  ages: 

Take  my  yoke  upon  you,  and  learn  of  me;  for  I 
am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart:  and  ye  shall  find  rest 
unto  your  souls. 


1  Joseph  Fielding  Smith,  Gospel  Doctrine,  12th  edition;  Deseret  Book 
Company,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  1961;  page  126. 

2  Bruce  McConkie,  tAormon  Doctrine;  Bookcraft,  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah,  1966;  page  425. 

3  Joseph  Fielding  Smith,  Conference  Report,  October,  1909. 

{For  Course  6,  lessons  of  August  10  and  24,  "Jesus  Is  the  Lord  of 
This  Earth"  and  "I  Would  Follow  in  His  Footsteps";  for  Course  8,  leS' 
sons  of  June  8  and  August  3,  "Peace  Is  A  Personal  Problem"  and  "Ye 
Shall  Have  Great  Joy";  for  Course  12,  lessons  of  August  3  and  10,  "A 
Leader  Learns  About  Christ's  Teachings";  for  Course  16,  lesson  of  June 
29,  "Cultivation  of  the  Mind";  for  Course  18,  lesson  of  August  17, 
"Christ  —  Our  Standard";  for  Course  28,  lessons  of  June  8  and  15, 
"Truth"  and  "Acquire  Learning";  for  Course  30,  lesson  of  August  24, 
"A  World  Religion";  and  of  general  interest.) 
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For  I  know  that  my  redeemer  liveth,  and  that  he 
shall  stand  at  the  latter  day  upon  the  earth: 

And  though  after  my  skin  worms  destroy  this 
body,  yet  in  my  flesh  shall  I  see  God.  .  .  . 

(Job  19:25,  26.) 

It  was  in  the  land  of  Uz  that  Job  lived,  near  Chal- 
dea,  the  land  from  which  Abraham  had  come.  Like 
Abraham,  Job  was  a  great  man,  full  of  faith  and  great 
love  for  our  Heavenly  Father.  Every  day  he  would 
pray  to  God,  and  regularly  he  offered  sacrifices.  In 
every  way  and  at  all  times  he  tried  to  live  as  he 
thought  God  wanted  him  to  live. 

Our  Heavenly  Father  had  blessed  Job  with  great 
wealth:  7,000  sheep,  3,000  camels,  500  yoke  of  oxen, 
500  asses,  a  very  great  household,  and,  most  precious 
of  all,  seven  fine  sons  and  three  beautiful  daughters. 

"Now  there  was  a  day,"  the  Bible  tells  us,  "when 
the  sons  of  God  came  to  present  themselves  before 
the  Lord."  (Job  1:6.)  Since  Satan,  or  the  devil,  is 
also  a  son  of  God,  he  was  there  too. 

As  the  Lord  was  speaking,  he  asked  Satan  where 
he  had  been  and  what  he  had  been  doing.  Without 
giving  much  information,  Satan  said  that  he  had 
been  "going  to  and  fro  in  the  earth,  and  .  .  .  walking 
up  and  down  in  it."  (Job  1:7.) 

Now  the  Lord  knew  what  Satan  meant.  He  had 
been  looking  for  someone  to  tempt  to  do  wrong 
things.  When  he  was  successful  in  this,  he  was 
really  very  happy. 

Knowing  that  Job  was  strong  in  his  faith  and 
that  he  would  not  do  anything  but  what  our  Heav- 
enly Father  had  said  was  right  to  do,  the  Lord  said 
to  Satan,  "Hast  thou  considered  my  servant  Job, 
that  there  is  none  like  him  in  the  earth,  a  perfect 
and  an  upright  man,  one  that  feareth  God  and  es- 
cheweth  [abstains  from  and  avoids]  evil?"  (Job  1:8.) 

Satan  knew  he  could  not  be  successful  with  Job 
as  long  as  Job  had  the  protection  and  blessing  of  our 
Heavenly  Father.   Satan  said,  however,  that  he  was 

(For  Course  3,  lesson  of  June  29,  "Our  Heavenly  Father  Can  Do 
Everything";  for  Course  6,  lesson  of  August  10,  "Jesus  Is  the  Lord 
of  This  Earth";  for  Course  8,  lessons  of  June  8  and  15,  "Peace  Is  a 
Personal  Problem"  and  "What  Is  Persecution?"  for  Course  12,  lesson 
of  June  1,  "A  Leader  Perseveres  in  Doing  Right";  for  Course  14, 
lessons  of  July  20  and  27,  "By  Their  Fruits";  for  Course  26,  lesson 
of  July  20,  "This  Too  Can  Be  for  Thy  Good";  to  support  family 
home  evening  lesson  40;  and  of  general  interest.) 
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sure  Job  would  curse  God  if  all  Job  had  were  taken 
from  him. 

The  Lord  was  so  sure  Satan  was  wrong  that  he 
was  willing  for  Satan  to  try.  God  said  to  Satan,  "Be- 
hold, all  that  he  [Job]  hath  is  in  thy  power;  only 
upon  himself  put  not  forth  thine  hand."  (Job  1:12.) 
Satan  was  not  to  harm  Job's  body,  no  matter  what 
else  he  did.  Anything  that  Job  had  or  owned,  Satan 
would  be  free  to  do  with  as  he  saw  fit.  Satan,  there- 
fore, went  ahead  to  do  all  the  damage  he  could  to 
Job  and  Job's  possessions.  [End  of  Scene  /.] 

One  day  a  messenger  came  to  Job  with  tragic 
news.  He  said  that  while  the  oxen  were  plowing,  and 
the  donkeys  were  eating  beside  them,  the  Sabeans 
(natives  of  Sheba,  an  ancient  kingdom  in  southern 
Arabia)  came  "and  took  them  away."  With  their 
swords,  the  Sabeans  had  also  killed  the  servants  who 
were  caring  for  the  animals.  The  messenger  said  he 
was  the  only  one  who  had  escaped  to  tell  about  it. 

In  just  a  few  minutes  another  servant  brought 
more  bad  news.  He  told  Job  that  fire  had  come  and 
had  burned  up  all  his  sheep,  along  with  the  servants 
who  were  with  them.  He  alone  was  saved,  so  he  hur- 
ried to  tell  Job  what  had  happened. 

Before  he  had  finished,  another  servant  came. 
This  one  said  three  bands  of  Chaldeans  (from  south- 
ern Babylonia)  had  come  and  taken  all  Job's  camels 
away.  The  servants  who  had  been  with  these  ani- 
mals had  also  been  killed,  he  said. 

As  if  it  were  not  enough,  still  another  servant 
arrived  with  the  worst  news  of  all.  It  was  about  Job's 
sons  and  daughters,  who  had  been  eating  and  drink- 
ing in  the  eldest  son's  house.  The  servant  said  a  great 
wind  from  the  wilderness  had  come  which  "smote 
[struck]  the  four  corners  of  the  house,  and  it  fell 
upon  the  young  men,  and  they  are  dead."  (Job  1: 
19.)  This  servant  alone  had  escaped  to  tell  about  it. 
[End  of  Scene  //.] 

But  even  with  all  this  trouble  and  tragedy  com- 
ing at  once,  Job  was  magnificent.  He  did  not  become 
angry  or  bitter  and  curse  God,  as  Satan  had  hoped. 
Instead  he  "arose,  and  rent  [tore]  his  mantle  [a 
loose,  sleeveless  cloak],  and  shaved  his  head,  and 
(Continued  on  following  page.) 
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fell  down  upon  the  ground,  and  worshipped."  (Job 
1:20.) 

Even  in  trouble  and  tragedy  he  recognized,  loved, 
and  worshipped  our  Heavenly  Father.  His  answer  to 
Satan  and  to  everyone  was  this:  'The  Lord  gave,  and 
the  Lord  hath  taken  away;  blessed  be  the  name  of 
the  Lord."  (Job  1:21.)  Isn't  it  wonderful  for  people 
to  be  like  Job  when  trouble  comes  to  them? 

A  short  time  after  this,  the  sons  of  God  came 
again  before  the  Lord,  and  Satan  came  also. 

The  Lord  asked  Satan  the  same  question  as  be- 
fore: "From  whence  comest  thou?  And  Satan  an- 
swered the  Lord,  and  said,  From  going  to  and  fro  in 
the  earth,  and  from  walking  up  and  down  in  it." 
(Job  2:2.) 

Again  the  Lord  mentioned  his  servant  Job.  He 
noted  that  with  all  Satan  had  done,  Job  still  ac- 
knowledged the  hand  of  God  in  all  things,  even 
though  Satan  had  tried  to  destroy  him  without  cause. 

Then  Satan  asked  permission  to  do  even  more  to 
Job  than  he  already  had  done.  He  was  sure  if  he 
could  do  something  to  afflict  Job's  body  and  flesh 
that  Job  really  would  curse  God.  God  was  so  sure 
that  Job  would  not  do  so  that  he  gave  Satan  per- 
mission to  try  Job  further.  He  said  to  Satan,  "Behold, 
he  is  in  thine  hand;  but  save  his  life."  (Job  2:6.) 
[End  of  Scene  III.] 

As  soon  as  he  could,  Satan  went  forth  from  the 
presence  of  the  Lord  "and  smote  Job  with  sore  boils 
from  the  sole  of  his  foot  unto  his  crown."  (Job  2:7.) 

Job  was  so  ill  that  one  day  his  wife  came  to  him 
and  suggested  that  he  "curse  God,  and  die."  (Job 
2:9.)  She  would  rather  haVeliim  dead  than  so  mis- 
erable. 

But  Job  was  not  the  kind  of  person  to  do  that. 
He  told  her  that  she  was  speaking  fooHshly.  He  said, 
"What?  shall  we  receive  good  at  the  hand  of  God, 
and  shall  we  not  receive  evil?"  (Job  2:10.)  He  knew 
that  God  must  have  a  very  good  reason  for  permit- 
ting this  to  happen.  [End  of  Scene  7V.] 

Now  Job  had  three  very  good  friends.  Their 
names  were  EUphaz,  the  Temanite,  Bildad,  the  Shu- 
hite,  and  Zophar,  the  Naamathite.  When  they  heard 
of  the  great  trouble  that  had  come  to  Job,  they  came 
together  to  mourn  with  him  and  to  comfort  him. 

When  they  arrived  where  Job  was,  they  were 
greatly  surprised.  They  really  did  not  know  him  be- 
cause he  was  in  such  a  pitiful  condition.  They  felt  so 
bad  that  "they  lifted  up  their  voice,  and  wept;  and 
they  rent  [tore]  every  one  his  mantle  [cloak],  and 
sprinkled  dust  upon  their  heads  toward  heaven." 
(Job  2:12.)  Then  "they  sat  down  with  him  upon  the 
ground  seven  days  and  seven  nights."   (Job  2:13.) 


In  all  that  time  they  did  not  say  a  word  to  Job. 
Their  grief  was  so  great  that  they  could  not  speak 
to  him. 

Then  Job  told  them  how  sorry  he  felt  about  the 
great  trouble  that  had  come  to  him.  What  purpose 
the  Lord  had  in  permitting  it  to  happen  he  did  not 
know. 

Job's  friends  told  him  that  he  must  have  done 
something  very  wrong  to  have  brought  this  upon 
himself.  On  and  on  they  went,  accusing  him  of  wick- 
edness and  sin  for  which  they  felt  God  was  punish- 
ing him  now. 

With  all  the  faith  and  conviction  of  which  he  was 
capable.  Job  spoke  again.  He  said,  "Though  he 
[God]  slay  me,  yet  will  I  trust  in  him."  (Job  13: 15.) 
"For  I  know  that  my  redeemer  liveth,  and  that  he 
shall  stand  at  the  latter  day  upon  the  earth:  and 
though  after  my  skin  worms  destroy  this  body,  yet 
in  my  flesh  shall  I  see  God:  whom  I  shall  see  for  my- 
self, and  mine  eyes  shall  behold,  and  not  another. 
.  .  ."  (Job  19:25-27.) 

Job  told  them  also  that  he  had  been  faithful  in 
keeping  the  commandments  of  God  and  that  he  had 
"esteemed  the  words  of  his  mouth  more  than  .  .  . 
necessary  food."  (Job  23:12.)  He  said,  "My  lips 
shall  not  speak  wickedness,  nor  my  tongue  utter 
deceit."  (Job  27:4.) 

When  these  friends  of  Job  heard  these  things, 
they  were  angry  with  him.  Therefore,  they  ceased 
to  answer  him  "because  he  was  righteous  in  his  own 
eyes."  (Job  32:1.)   [End  of  Scene  V.] 

After  they  finished  talking,  the  Lord  spoke  to 
Job  out  of  a  whirlwind.  He  asked  Job  many  ques- 
tions and  pointed  out  many  things  to  him.  The  Lord 
chastized  each  of  his  three  friends  for  what  they  had 
done  and  said:  "My  wrath  is  kindled  against  thee 
...  for  ye  have  not  spoken  of  me  the  thing  that  is 
right,  as  my  servant  Job  hath."  (Job  42:7.)  He  then 
told  them  to  take  seven  bullocks  [oxen]  and  seven 
rams  and  go  to  Job  and  offer  for  themselves  a  burnt 
offering.  The  Lord  said  that  Job  would  pray  for 
them,  and  his  prayers  the  Lord  would  accept. 

And  the  Lord  turned  the  captivity  of  Job,  when 
he  prayed  for  his  friends:  also  the  Lord  gave  Job 
twice  as  much  as  he  had  before.  (Job  42:10.) 

As  soon  as  Job  was  restored  by  the  Lord  to  his 
former  position  of  wealth  and  importance,  "his  breth- 
ren, and  all  his  sisters,  and  all  they  that  had  been 
of  his  acquaintance  before"  (Job  42:11)  went  to  his 
house  to  visit  and  eat  bread  with  him. 

So  the  Lord  blessed  the  latter  end  of  Job  more 
than  his  beginning:  for  he  had  fourteen  thousand 
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sheep,  and  six  thousand  camels,  and  a  thousand  yoke 
of  oxen,  and  a  thousand  she  asses. 

He  also  had  seven  sons  and  three  daughters.  .  .  . 

And  in  all  the  land  were  no  women  found  so  fair 
as  the  daughters  of  Job:  and  their  father  gave  them 
inheritance  among  their  brethren. 

After  this  lived  Job  an  hundred  and  forty  years. 
.  .  .  (Job  42:12-16.)   [End  of  Scene  V/.] 

How  To  Present  the  Flannelboard  Story: 

Key  to  Flannelboard  Figures 

OT— Old  Testament;  BM— Book  of  Mormon;  NT— New 
Testament;  CH — Church  History;  ML — Modern  Life; 
PGP — Pearl  of  Great  Price;  DC — Doctrine  and  Covenants. 

Choracters   and    Props    Needed  for  This   Presentation    Are: 

Job,  a  very  rich  man,  standing    (OT224).   To  be   used  in 

Scenes  I,  II,  and  VI. 
Job's  wife   {OT225).  To  be  used  in  Scenes  I,  IV,  and  VI. 
Job's  three   daughters    (OT226).   To  be  used  in   Scenes  I 

and  VI. 
Job's  seven  sons  (OT227).  To  be  used  in  Scenes  I  and  VI. 
Camels  (OT228) .  To  be  used  in  Scenes  I  and  VI. 
Donkeys  (OT229).  To  be  used  in  Scenes  I  and  VI. 
Sheep  (OT230) .  To  be  used  in  Scenes  I  and  VI. 
Oxen  (OT231).  To  be  used  in  Scenes  I  and  VI. 
Two  servants  (OT232) .  To  be  used  in  Scenes  I,  II,  and  VI. 
A  servant  (OT233).  To  be  used  in  Scene  II. 
A  second  servant   (OT234).  To  be  used  in  Scene  II. 
A  third  servant   (OT235).  To  be  used  in  Scene  II. 
Job  worshipping  with  mantle  rent  (OT236).  To  be  used  in 

Scene  III. 
Job  sitting  in  ashes  covered  with  boils  (OT237) .  To  be  used 

in  Scene  IV. 
Job's  friends,  sitting  (OT238,  239,  240) .  To  be  used  in  Scene 

V. 

Order  of  Episodes: 

Scene  I:  , 

Scenery:  Out-of-doors. 


Action:  Job  stands  to  one  side  of  the  flannelboard.  As 
the  story  proceeds,-  the  figures  of  the  things  with 
which  God  has  blessed  him  are  placed  upon  the 
flannelboard:  a  beautiful  wife,  seven  sons  and  three 
daughters,  servants,  many  sheep,  camels,  oxen,  and 
donkeys. 
Scene  II: 

Scenery:  Same  as  Scene  I. 

Action:  Job  is  talking  with  some  of  his  servants.  A  mes- 
senger comes  to  tell  him  of  the  capture  of  his 
oxen  and  donkeys  by  the  Sabeans  and  of  the  slaying 
of  his  servants  who  were  with  the  animals. 

Another  messenger  arrives  almost  immediately  to 
tell  him  of  the  burning  of  his  sheep  and  the  servants 
who  were  tending  them. 

A  third  messenger  comes  to  tell  how  the  Chal- 
deans have  captured  Job's  camels  and  made  away 
with  them.  Servants  who  were  caring  for  these 
camels  were  killed. 

A  fourth  servant  arrives  to  tell  Job  that  while  his 
sons  and   daughters  were   eating   and  drinking,   a 
great  wind  smote  the  house  and  they  were  all  killed. 
Scene  III: 

Scenery:  Same  as  Scene  I. 

Action:  Job  has  shaved  his  head  and  torn  his  mantle  and 
is  worshiping  God. 
Scene  IV: 

Scenery:  Same  as  Scene  I. 

Action:  Job  is  sitting  in  the  ashes.  His  skin  is  covered 
with  boils.  He  is  most  miserable.  His  wife  even  sug- 
gests to  him  that  he  "curse  God  and  die." 
Scene  V: 

Scenery:  Same  as  Scene  I. 

Action:  Job's  friends  have  come  to  mourn  with  him  and 
to  comfort  him.  They  all  sit  near  him.  For  seven 
days  and  seven  nights  they  speak  not  a  word,  but 
just  sit  there.  Then  they  begin  accusing  him  and 
telling  him  why  this  great  curse  has  come  upon 
him.  When  they  finish  talking,  God  speaks  to  Job. 
Scene  VI: 

Scenery:  Same  as  Scene  I. 

Action:  Job  is  standing  as  in  Scene  I.  Because  of  his 
great  faith,  courage,  and  righteous  life,  God  has 
restored  his  health  and  his  fortunes.  He  is  blessed 
with  even  greater  wealth  and  happiness  than  before. 

Library  File  Reference:  JOB. 


-tlwi^i 


JUNE      1969 


211 


THREE- 
YEAR-OLD 
CHILDREN 


Three-year-old  children  have  not 
lived  very  long  on  this  earth.  Since 
their  experiences  are  few,  they 
need  special  attention,  for  they 
learn  amazingly  fast.  It  is  impor- 
tant that  what  they  learn  in  Sun- 
day School  be  for  their  spiritual 
improvement  and  character  build- 
ing. Our  teaching  must  keep  pace 
with  their  learning,  or  they  will  go 
on  to  learn  some  things  we  may 
not  desire  they  be  taught.  It  is 
better,  then,  that  they  not  be  com- 
bined in  a  class  with  older  children. 

The  present  system  of  advance- 
ment in  the  Sunday  School,  under 
which  all  the  classes  after  Course  3 
move  as  an  entity,  will  be  modified 
in  the  fall  of  1970,  for  purposes  of 
correlation.  Therefore,  there  is  no 
longer  any  purpose  in  forming  a 
combined  class  of  three-  and  four- 
year-old  children.  In  fact,  the 
growth  pattern  is  so  marked  at  thi© 
age  and  the  general  differences 
between  the  three-  and  four-year- 
old  so  great  that  we  should  try  as 
far  as  possible  to  direct  our  teach- 
ing and  the  children's  activities  to 
the  two  ages  separately. 

This  coming  year — September, 
1969,  to  August,  1970— will  repeat 
this  year's  type  of  organization. 
The  recommendation  will  be  that 
on  the  first  Sunday  in  September 
(and  thereafter)  all  children  three 
years  of  age  remain  separate  from 
the  four-year-old  children  in  the 
classroom.  The  Course  3  manual. 
Gospel  Lessons  for  Little  Ones, 
will  be  the  text  for  the  three-year- 
olds  next  year,  even  though  some 
of  them  will  have  received  part  of 
the  course  this  year.  Course  4  will 
be  repeated  for  four-year-olds, 
with  the  same  manual.  (See  Ad- 
vancement Schedule  in  July  issue.) 


Superintendents 


The  suggestion  in  the  handbook 
that  three -year-olds  be  dismissed 
early  from  the  worship  service  has 
met  with  resistance  in  some  areas 
where  the  purpose  of  the  early  dis- 
missal is  not  understood.  Those 
who  question  its  wisdom  should 
ask  themselves:  Which  is  better 
for  these  young  children — to  be 
forced  to  sit  still  and  listen  to  an 
exercise  designed  for  older  chil- 
dren, or  to  be  permitted  to  partic- 
ipate in  lessons  and  activities 
specially  prepared  for  them? 

If  the  answer  is  that  it  is  better 
that  they  not  separate  early  be- 
cause the  teacher  cannot  cope  with 
them  for  the  long  period  of  time, 
the  coordinator  and  superinten- 
dent had  better  look  to  the  class- 
room and  provide  teaching  ability 
and  pupil  surroundings  and  ma- 
terials that  wUl  make  the  long 
period  a  pleasurable  experience  for 
the  children,  as  well  as  one  that 
will  contribute  to  their  spiritual 
growth  through  directed  activities. 

If  the  reason  for  not  separating 
the  three-year-old  children  is  that 
the  coordinator  prefers  a  larger 
group  for  the  entire  worship  ser- 
vice, she  should  ask  herself  whether 
she  is  thinking  of  her  own  satisfac- 
tion or  the  maximum  growth  of 
the  children. 

On  the  other  hand,  separation 
should  not  be  made  solely  because 
the  program  calls  for  it.  The  class- 
room and  the  teacher  must  be  pre- 
pared to  receive  the  three-year- 
olds  before  the  early  separation  is 
made.  The  ideal,  of  course,  is  early 
separation  plus  preparedness. 

Let  us  keep  the  spiritual  welfare 
of  the  child  uppermost  in  our 
minds  at  all  times. 

— General  Superintendent 
David  Lawrence  McKay. 


COMING   EVENTS 

July  24, 1969 
Mormon  Pioneer  Day 


September  7, 1969 
Class  Advancement 
New  Courses  Begin 


Memorized  Recitations 

for  August,  1969 

The  following  scriptures  should 
be  memorized  by  students  in 
Courses  14  and  16  during  June  and 
July,  1969,  and  recited  in  unison 
by  the  respective  classes  during 
Sunday  School  worship  service  on 
August  3,  1969. 

Course  14: 

(In  this  scripture  Isaiah  foretells 
the  latter-day  restoration  of  the 
gospel  and  describes  the  impact  of 
its  truths  on  men's  lives  after  the 
many  preceding  centuries  of  apos- 
tasy and  ignorance.) 

"And  in  that  day  shall  the  deaf 
hear  the  words  of  the  book,  and 
the  eyes  of  the  blind  shall  see  out 
of  obscurity,  and  out  of  darkness." 

—Isaiah  29:18. 

Course  16: 

(In  this  scripture  Paul  reminds 
us  that  Jesus  Christ  organized  his 
Church  with  its  offices  to  help 
bring  the  saints  to  perfection.) 

"And  he  gave  some,  apostles; 
and  some,  prophets;  and  some, 
evangelists;  and  some,  pastors  and 
teachers;  for  the  perfecting  of  the 
saints,  for  the  work  of  the  min- 
istry, for  the  edifying  of  the  body 
of  Christ."    — Ephesians  4:11,  12. 
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Answers  to  Your  Questions 


Inspirational  Presentations 

Q.  Where  do  I  find  an  explana- 
tion of  the  Junior  Sunday  School 
worship  service  activity  described 
as  the  ''Inspirational  Presenta- 
tion"? 

A.  The  original  material  is  pub- 
lished in  Policies  and  Procedures 
for  Junior  Sunday  School,  page  21, 
and  will  be  supplemented  in  the 
Guidebook  for  Junior  Sunday 
School  Coordinators. 

Proper  Use  of  the  Savior's  Name 

Q.  When  is  it  proper  to  use  the 
name  of  the  Savior  in  closing  re- 
marks to  the  Sunday  School? 

A,  We  believe  the  following  an- 


swer to  this  question,  as  given  by 
R.  John  Cummings  of  Murray, 
Utah,  is  appropriate:  "...  I  find  a 
growing  tendency  among  those 
who  speak  in  our  services  to  im- 
properly close  their  remarks. 

"It  is  universal,  and  certainly 
proper,  for  members  of  the  Church 
to  close  their  talks,  *In  the  name 
of  Jesus  Christ.'  And  likewise,  it 
is  perfectly  proper  in  a  prayer  to 
our  Heavenly  Father,  to  close  by 
saying,  'In  the  name  of  thy  son, 
Jesus  Christ.'  Here  we  have  two 
different  situations.  In  the  first 
instance,  those  spoken  to  are  mor- 
tal beings  just  like  the  speaker. 


In  the  second  instance  the  person 
addressed  is  Deity,  our  Heavenly 
Father. 

"The  impropriety  comes  about 
in  closing  a  talk  to  a  group  or  con- 
gregation in  Church  by  saying,  *In 
the  name  of  thy  son,  Jesus  Christ.' 
Here,  we  are  speaking  to  our  broth- 
ers and  sisters.  The  speaker  has 
NOT  been  talking  to  his  Heavenly 
Father,  .  .  . 

"...  We  could  avoid  the  difficul- 
ty of  improperly  closing  our  re- 
marks by  remembering  to  whom 
we  speak,  and  NEVER  using  the 
term  *thy  son'  in  connection  with 
the  name  of  the  Savior  when 
speaking  to  human  beings." 


THE  BEST  FROM  THE  PAST 


This  is  a  supplementary  chart  to  help  teachers  find 
good  lesson  helps  from  past  issues  of  The  Instructor. 
Available  magazines  are  35^  each.  Reprints  of  many  center- 
spread  pictures  and  flannelboard  cutouts  are  available  for 
15^  each. 

We  encourage  Latter-day  Saints  to  subscribe  to  and 
save  The  Instructor  as  a  Simday  School  teacher's  encyclo- 
pedia of  gospel  material. 


Abbreviations  on  the  chart  are  as  follows: 

Nimibers  indicate:    Year — ^month — page. 

Fbs — flannelboard  story.    Cs — centerspread. 

Isbc — inside  back  cover.    Osbc — outside  back  cover. 
'^   Conv — Convention  Issue. 

CR — Centennial  Reprint. 

Starred  issues  are  not  available.    Use  ward  library. 
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Teacher  Development  Lesson  for  Faculty  Meeting 

WE  ARE  ALL 

SUBSTITUTE 

TEACHERS 

by  Nan  Osmond  Grass* 


Every  person  who  is  called  to  be  a  teacher  in  The 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  is  a  sub- 
stitute teacher:  a  substitute  for  our  Savior.  Through 
the  inspiration  of  the  Spirit,  men  and  women  are  ap- 
pointed to  the  high  calUng  of  teacher.  Therefore, 
teachers  in  th^  gospel  are  called  under  the  authority 
of  Christ;  and  if  they  are  worthy,  they  teach  under 
his  direction. 

A  dedicated  professional  teacher  knows  the 
anxiety  attendant  upon  leaving  his  class  to  another. 
Such  a  teacher  will  make  sure  that  his  substitute 
receives  all  possible  instruction  for  effective  teach- 
ing. So  it  is  with  Jesus.  To  all  who  seek  help,  he 
says,  "Behold  I  am  the  light;  I  have  set  an  example 
for  you."   (3  Nephi  18:16.) 

The  example  that  Christ  has  left  to  those  who 
would  emulate  him  in  teaching  may  be  stated  in  four 
fundamental  principles:  He  taught  with  Inspiration, 
Integrity,  Industry,  and  Insight, 

Inspiration:   Rely  on  the  Lord 

Nothing  associated  with  the  teaching  of  Christ  is 
stressed  more  frequently  than  his  reliance  upon  in- 
spiration: 

/  do  nothing  of  myself;  but  as  my  Father  hath 
taught  me,  I  speak  these  things.  (John  8:28.) 

All  things  are  delivered  unto  me  of  my  Father. 
(Matthew  11:27.) 

I  can  of  mine  own  self  do  nothing  ...  7  seek  not 
mine  own  will,  but  the  will  of  the  Father  which  hath 
sent  me.  (John  5:30.) 

It  was  through  prayer  that  Jesus  sought  the  will 
of  his  Father.  Throughout  the  scriptures  such  com- 
ments as  these  abound: 


*Nan  Osmond  Grass,  an  assistant  professor  of  English  at  Brig- 
ham  Young  University,  has  just  returned  from  a  sabbatical  year  of 
post-graduate  studies  in  New  York.  A  professional  teacher  for  28 
years,  she  has  worked  in  many  ward  and  stake  auxiliaries  and 
taught  teacher  training  in  Sunday  School  for  nine  years.  Her  hus- 
band, Harry  Grass,  is  deceased;  they  are  parents  of  two  children. 
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He  withdrew  himself  into  the  wilderness,  and 
prayed.  (Luke  5: 16.) 

And  in  the  morning  .  .  .  he  went  out,  and  depart- 
ed into  a  solitary  place,  and  there  prayed.  (Mark 
1:35.) 

And  when  Christ  as  a  resurrected  being  visited 
the  Nephites,  he  withdrew  himself  four  times  in 
the  course  of  one  meeting  to  pray.  (See  3  Nephi  19: 
19-31.) 

Thus,  the  example  of  perfect  reliance  upon  the 
Lord  through  prayer  must  be  emulated  if  one  seeks 
to  be  a  substitute  teacher  for  Jesus:  "As  I  have 
prayed  among  you  even  so  shall  ye  pray  in  my 
church."  (3  Nephi  18:16.) 

Conditions  of  Prayer 

Jesus  not  only  taught  the  importance  of  prayer, 
but  also  gave  the  necessary  conditions  for  it.  One  of 
the  most  vital  attributes  of  effective  prayer  is  faith: 

And  whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  the  Father  in  my 
name,  which  is  right,  believing  that  ye  shall  receive, 
behold  it  shall  be  given  unto  you.  (3  Nephi  18:20.) 

Another  important  but  seldom-stressed  requisite 
of  effective  prayer  was  given  by  Jesus  in  response  to 
a  disciple's  request:  "Lord,  teach  us  how  to  pray." 
In  his  answer,  the  Master  illustrated  by  a  parable 
the  necessity  for  continued  prayer  in  the  face  of  dis- 
couragement. A  man  who  implored  his  friend  to  lend 
him  bread  received  the  answer,  "Trouble  me  not: 
the  door  is  now  shut,  and  my  children  are  with  me 
in  bed;  I  cannot  rise  and  give  thee."  Then  Jesus 
continued,  "I  say  unto  you,  Though  he  will  not  rise 
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and  give  him,  because  he  is  his  friend,  yet  because  of 
his  importunity  he  will  rise  and  give  as  many  as  he 
needeth."  (Luke  11:7,  8.)  The  same  truth  is  given 
in  the  parable  of  the  importunate  widow  who,  seek- 
ing justice,  was  finally  granted  her  request  because 
of  her  frequent  appeals.  (Luke  18:3-5.) 

Infegrity:  Sincerify  and  Confrifion 

Jesus  also  taught  that  in  prayer  one  must  have 
a  broken  heart  and  a  contrite  spirit,  for  God  does 
not  hear  the  prayers  of  the  unrepentant  sinner.  This 
truth  suggests  the  second  principle  involved  in  the 
example  of  Christ:   a  teacher  must  have  integrity. 

We  are  told  in  Matthew,  chapter  4,  that  before 
Christ  began  his  ministry,  he  was  tempted  of  Satan; 
and  in  his  triumph  over  evil  he  illustrated  that  those 
who  would  serve  God  must  put  into  proper  perspec- 
tive the  demands  of  physical  appetites:  Man  shall 
not  live  by  bread  alone,  but  by  every  word  that  pro- 
ceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of  God.  (Verse  4.) 

He  must  not  be  fearful  and  doubting  of  God's 
providence:  Thou  shalt  not  tempt  the  Lord  thy  God. 
(Verse  7.) 

He  must  subordinate  his  desire  for  the  wealth 
and  power  of  this  world  to  his  devotion  to  God: 
Thou  shalt  worship  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  him  only 
shalt  thou  serve.  (Verse  10.) 

Through  constantly  striving  to  serve  only  God, 
a  teacher  will  gain  the  integrity  of  character  that 
fits  him  for  the  Lord's  work. 

Industry:  Master  the  Lesson 

Jesus  displayed  industry.  Although  we  have  little 
direct  information  regarding  his  preparation  in  schol- 
arship, we  have  enough  to  be  sure  that  he  worked  to 
obtain  knowledge.  Luke  records:  "And  the  child 
grew,  and  waxed  strong  in  spirit,  filled  with  wisdom" 
(Luke  2:40),  and  later  states  that  at  the  age  of  12 
Jesus  astonished  the  doctors  in  the  temple  with  his 
great  wisdom. 

Throughout  his  ministry  Jesus  spoke  with  the 
authority  that  comes  with  knowledge.  Effective 
teachers  today  know  the  importance  of  thorough 
preparation.  No  one  can  hope  to  succeed  as  a  teach- 
er if  he  is  not  willing  to  master  the  materials  of 
his  lesson.  Indeed,  Jesus  has  made  preparation  a  pre- 
requisite of  inspiration:  "Teach  ye  diligently  and 
my  grace  shall  attend  you."  (Doctrine  and  Cove- 
nants 88:78.) 

Diligence  in  preparation  must  be  accompanied  by 
a  willingness  to  give  one's  time  and  talents  unspar- 
ingly. One  specific  and  touching  example  of  the 
willingness  of  Jesus  to  give  himself  to  others  is  re- 
lated by  Mark.  After  receiving  the  news  of  the 
death  of  John  the  Baptist,  Jesus  withdrew  from  the 
multitude,  weary  and  evidently  hungry,  for  Mark 


says  "they  had  no  leisure  so  much  as  to  eat."  (Mark 
6:31.)  But  when  Jesus  saw  the  multitude  had  fol- 
lowed him,  he  "was  moved  with  compassion  toward 
them  .  .  .  and  he  began  to  teach  them  many  things." 
(Mark  6:34.)  The  very  scope  of  his  ministry  attests 
to  his  diligent  and  unselfish  service  to  God. 

Insight:  How  To  Teach 

As  important  as  thorough  preparation  and  will- 
ingness to  serve  are,  a  teacher  must  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  Jesus  in  one  more  important  respect  if  he 
is  to  be  successful.  He  must  have  insight — insight 
into  the  nature  of  man  and  the  learning  process  it- 
self. Unfortunately,  many  erudite  teachers  have 
failed  to  inspire  their  students  because  they  have 
lacked  the  understanding  of  how  to  teach.  Here 
Jesus  has  given  us  rich  treasures;  for  in  all  of  his 
teachings  he  used  the  techniques  most  appropriate 
for  the  occasion. 

Realizing  the  limitations  of  his  listeners,  Jesus 
used  illustrations  within  the  range  of  their  own  ex- 
periences. In  presenting  the  unknown,  he  spoke  in 
terms  of  the  known:  to  those  who  tilled  the  soil  he 
gave  the  Parable  of  the  Sower;  to  the  women  of  the 
house  he  likened  the  kingdom  of  God  to  the  leaven 
in  their  bread;  to  the  young  men  and  women  he 
taught  the  need  of  preparation  through  the  Parable 
of  the  Bridegroom;  he  called  men  of  the  sea  to  his 
service  by  telling  them  they  were  to  become  fishers 
of  men.  Throughout  his  teaching,  he  used  concrete 
examples  to  illustrate  truths:  the  house  built  upon  a 
rock  will  stand;  faith  as  small  as  a  mustard  seed  will 
burgeon  into  a  spreading  tree  where  birds  will  find 
refuge.  His  lessons  abound  in  imagery. 

Lift  Men  Up 

Jesus  taught  that  the  nature  of  man  requires  that 
he  be  able  to  see  the  benefits  of  a  course  of  action  be- 
fore he  desires  to  act.  A  study  of  the  Sermon  on  the 
Mount  alone  shows  how  vividly  Jesus  set  forth  re- 
wards for  right  conduct.  He  spoke  of  himself  as  the 
bread  of  life  and  the  light  that  pierces  the  darkness. 
His  teachings  were  positive.  Through  our  study  of 
his  ministry  we  gain  insight  into  the  importance  of 
teaching  not  what  debases  man  but  what  lifts  and 
encourages.  Through  his  teachings  we  know  that 
every  man  deserves  to  be  treated  with  respect  and 
dignity — for  are  We  not  all  children  of  God? 

By  teaching  with  inspiration,  integrity,  industry, 
and  insight,  we  may  become  worthy  representatives 
of  Christ  our  Lord.  It  will  not  be  said  of  those  we 
teach,  "The  hungry  sheep  look  up,  and  are  not  fed,"^ 
for  we  shall  be  earnestly  following  in  the  footsteps 
of  the  Good  Shepherd. 


iJohn  Milton,  "Lycidas." 
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